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ADVERTISEMENT. 



^ The writer's only object in publishing this 
volume, is the hope that it may, under God's 
blessing, prove of some littk utility to those 
Christian females who are anxious to become 
true yoke-fellows to their husbands, in the 
faithful discharge of the high office of the 
Christian Ministry. Should it please the 
Great Head of the Church to bless this 
humble endeavour, and thus to promote the 
glory of his name, to Him be all the praise 
ascribed. 

From a casual survey of the work, it may 
be thought that too much stress is laid upon 
the efficacy oi female exertions. The reason 
that the name and services of the Clergyman's 
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wife are brought forward so prominently is, 
that the "Hints*' are designed for her use 

alone. The writer has, throughout, sedu- 

> 

lously sought not to outstep the bounds of 
that department of duty for which the female 
sex is more peculiarly adapted, or to interfere 
with those sacred obligations which exclu- 
sively belong to the Minister of the Gospel. 

AU the assistance that the Clergjnoaan's 
wife can render to her husband in his labours 
of love, is, for the most part, of a subordinate 
nature ; yet will she account it, as Mr. Cecil 
remarks, " her glory to lay herself out in 
co-operating with him," and rejoice to be in 
any way employed in the work of the Lord. 

February, 1832. 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER, 



CONTAINING 



A GENERAL VIEW OF THE DUTIES INCUMBENT 
UPON A clergyman's WIFE. 



Prov. xiv. 22. — " Mercy and truth shall be to them that 

devise good." 

In connexion with the more sacred 
duties which devolve upon the Minister 
of the Gospel, in the public ministra- 
tion of the Word, arise a variety of 
lesser openings of usefulness, in which 
the co-operation of his partner may be 
of considerable importance. The pri- 
vate and retired walks of Christian love 
and benevolence, are more particularly 
referred to* The distinguishing cha- 
racteristics of the female, are tender- 
ness and compassion. These qualities, 
when combined with active and perse- 

B 
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vering diligence, and stimulated by love 
to her Divine Saviour, will render the 
services of the Clergyman's wife highly 
useful to her husband, especially if his 
charge lie in a country parish. Let 
it be her first object, on entering so 
important a situation, to take a calm 
survey of the station in which Provi- 
dence has placed her, and to inquire 
what are those pecuhar departments 
of duty, which now more immediately 
devolve upon her. In some of these 
she might co-operate with her husband, 
and labour in conjunction with him. 
In others, she might take a subordinate 
part. In others she might form inde- 
pendent plans of operation, and exer- 
cise her mind in devising those schemes 
of usefulness for which her sex more 
pecuharly adapts her. 

Under the first class might be in- 
cluded the visitation of the sick, more 
particularly among the women, at 
times, and under circumstances, when 
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female attendance is especially needed. 
The supply of the temporal wants of 
the sick person naturally devolves upon 
her; and while administering to their 
relief, opportunities, from time to time, 
occur for entering upon the most im- 
portant of all subjects, and for con- 
ferring spiritual as well as temporal 
benefit. While seeking to mitigate tem- 
poral suffering, let it be her one object 
and delight to point the sufferers to 
Him, who' is the only Refiige — ^^the only 
Friend and Comforter — ^the only Hope 
and Stay in the hour of trial. Their 
guilt and misery in the ignorance of 
a Saviour ; their constant and entire 
need of Him; his free and gracious 
invitations and promises to them ; his 
love in chastening them; the design 
and the blessed fruits of sanctified 
affiction ; these are the suitable and 
interesting topics to bring before their 
minds, with much and earnest prayer 
for the Divine blessing. 

b2 



Cottage readings present another 
opening of usefulness of the same class. 
The admission to these little assemblies 
(which from their simplicity and re- 
tirement, form an appropriate work 
and labour of love for the Minister's 
wife) should be confined solely to 
females. 

The Sunday school, together with 
the weekly instruction of the children, 
where practicable^ should hkewise be 
divided between the Clergyman and his 
partner, the latter superintending the 
female children, whilst the care of the 
boys devolves on her husband. 

Under the second class might be 
mentioned the private instruction of 
the young women of the parish. Their 
various employments, whether in field 
labour, manufactories, or at their own 
homes, together with various local dis- 
advantages, are frequent obstacles to 
any systematic plan of instruction. As 
far, however, as may be found practi- 
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able, it is of the highest importance 
to labour in interesting their minds, 
awakening their consciences, and in- 
structing their hearts. When this 
primary object is accomplished, con- 
fidential intercourse respecting their 
spiritual difficulties will naturally suc- 
ceed, and those difficulties will pro- 
I bably be mentioned with far less reserve 
I to the Minister's wife, than to the 
I.Minister himself. It is obvious that 
I this course of private and familiar 
i'communication will materially subserve 
I their more serious and intelligent re- 
I ceptiou of the truths delivered from 
I the pulpit. 

Under the last class would be em- 
braced such independent plans of use- 
fulness, as her zeal and ingenuity, her 
^^ love to her God and Saviour, and her 
^H desire to promote the spiritual and 
^H temporal welfare of her husband's pa- 
^B rish might suggest ; but as these will 
^H Jbe more fully enumerated in the co\irse 
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of the ensuing chapters, they shall now 
be only slightly touched upon. Let her, 
for instance, propose rewards and en- 
couragements to cleanliness, diligence, 
and good order ; let her endeavour to 
find emplojrment for the industrious; 
let it be her delight to supply comfort 
to the aged ; to give advice and assist- 
ance to the young and inquiringj and 
to open fresh channels of usefulness, 
firom time to time, as circumstances 
occur. Let it be her constant endea- 
vour to make religion a pleasure, not 
a burden — ^a privilege, not a task; and 
to exhibit the promises of the Gospel in 
all their freeness, fulness, and suitable 
application to the wants of sinners. 
Others may expend their precious 
hours in the gratification of person^ 
vanity; others may seek to shine in the 
crowded assembly ; others may waste 

" The fleeting momeDts of too short a life," 

in the insipid routine of fashionable 
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Famusements. Her joy will be of a 
higher nature. Her delight will be to 
be found in the poorest cottage, at the 
bed-side of the sick and dying, and 
employed in the humblest offices of 
Christian benevolence and love. With 
this desire predominant in her heart, 
the Clergyman's wife will call but a 

■very small portion of her time her 
«*mi, but, with her husband, will be 
ever ready to listen to the calls of 
ignorance and distress. An acquaint- 
^^ ance with the individual character and 
^H.eircumstances of his flock, is of great 
^J importance, in order to avoid that im- 
position to which female benevolence 
is peculiarly liable, and to adapt her 
admonitions to their several cases. 
She will have frequent reason to com- 
bine firmness and resolution with her 
^L tenderness, and to act upon the deH- 
^H berate exercise of her judgment, rather 
^H tfcan yield to the impulse of the pre- 
^H sent moment. 
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In order, however, to carry her 
rules into execution, some arrange- 
ment of her time will be necessary. 
Every moment of the day must have 
its appropriate employment. Every 
hour must bring with it, its own por- 
tion of allotted duty. Much watch- 
fulness, consideration and prayer, will 
be needed to preserve her various en- 
gagements from interfering with each 
other, or with her domestic duties ; 
and that she may be ready for all 
opportunities of devoting herself to 
the responsibilities of her most inte- 
resting charge. To the plans whicl( 
she has formed as best calculated to 
accomplish her purpose, she will, as 
far as possible, most strictly adhere ; 
stimulated by the influence of Chris- 
tian motives, and by the advantages 
which may justly be anticipated from 
perseverance in a course of regular 
methodical arrangement. Happy for 
her, if the exercise of early habits of 
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perseverance, punctuality, application, 
and industry, and the still more im- 
portant habits of self-control, self- 
denial, and self-examination, supply 
the necessary energy for the present 
demands upon her. For she who has 
been early accustomed to keep her 
intellectual powers in action, and en- 
abled, in some measure, by Divine 
grace, to regulate her inclmations, to 
set bounds to her desires, to govern 
her temper, to subdue her natural pro- 
pensities, to watch against a trifling 
spirit and a wandering mind, and to 
consider herself as a responsible crea- 
ture, will be far better qualified to dis- 
charge the obligations of a Clergyman's 
wife, than one who has been unused 
to restraint, and unaccustomed to the 
exercise of her mental faculties. 

Lastly, let the simplicity of her 
motives mark her every action. Let 
none be able to say that private or per- 
sonal feelings influenced any point of 

b3 
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her conduct. Let every thing he done 
as unto the Lord, and not unto man. 

Need we remark the importance, 
nay, the indispensable necessity of 
prayer, in order to preserve an habi- 
tual sense of these solemn responsihi- 
Uties, and to obtain supplies of Divine 
grace for their conscientious discharge? 
Nothing must be allowed to break in 
upon the duties of the closet. The 
early hour of morning, and the re- 
tired shades of evening must find her 
there, humbling herself before her 
Saviour under a sense of guilt, help- 
lessness, and imperfection, and casting 
herself upon the covenant of her God 
for renewed and increasing communi- 
cations of Divine aid to speed her on 
her way, and to direct and guide her 
amid the various emergencies which 
may perpetually arise. " Ask, and ye 
shall receive,"* must be the motto 
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imprinted on her memory, and inscribed 
on her heart. 

Such is a general sketch of Female 
parochial duties. They will be more 
fiilly illustrated in the subsequent 
chapters. 
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R CONSTRAINING N 



2 Cor. v. 14. — " The love of Christ conslramelh ub." 

The Minister's wife, in the survey of 
her husband's parish, will find a wide 
field for the exercise of her Christian 
charity and benevolence. The child 
looks up to her for instruction ; the 
naked and miserable appeal to her 
for clothing; the starving for nourish- 
ment; the sick for consolation and 
sympathy ; and surely it is no less 
her privilege than her duty, to supply 
bread to the hungry, clothing to the 
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destitute, instruction to the ignorant; 
to visit the abodes of poverty and 
disease, — to soothe the solicitude of 
tender mothers, — to sympathize with 
their sorrows, and reheve their varied 
wants, — to rejoice the heart of the 
widow, and *' make it sing for joy," by 
directing it to Him who is ^' a Father 
of the fatherless, and a Judge of the 
widows, even God in his holy habi- 
tation." * 

Affection for her husband, and the 
desire of advancing his important work, 
may combine with a sense of duty to 
animate her endeavours to promote the 
welfare of his flock. But though she 
form a variety of plans with much zeal 
and energy, yet that zeal and energy 
may not be of the right kind. It may 
originate in mere self-love ; in the gra- 
tification of a natural vivacity of spirit, 
or even a fondness for display ; in an 
animal activity; or, in the hope of 

* P^alm lxyiii» 5. 



beguiling some otherwise solitary hours 
by an interesting object of pursuit 
The feehngs and conduct of a Christian 
female will, however, be regulated by a 
higher motive : — " the love of Christ 
constrains her." Gratitude for mercies 
received, and especially the stupendous 
mercy of redeeming love, compels her 
to dedicate herself, her time, her ta- 
lents, her influence, her property, to 
the service of her heavenly Master. 
The language of her heart is, " What 
shall I render unto the Lord for all 
his benefits toward me?"* Oh! let ' 
me devote my all to Him, who gave 
himself for me and to me. And how 
delightful is it to her to reflect upon 
his love in opening the door of mercy 
to lost sinners ; his love in inviting her 
to "look unto Him, and be saved;" 
his love in pardoning and blotting out 
her sins, and attaching her heart to 
himself! 



CO! 



A UOTIVE TO eXEBTIOM. 

She asks herself why she has been 
made the especial object of her Re- 
deemer's care. Why the Saviour has 
visited ker, and made her — a " stranger 
and foreigner" — to be a "fellow-citizen 
with the saints, and of the household 
of God."* Why she, " who was some- 
time far off, has been made nigh by 
the blood of Christ?" The answer to 
these, and similar inquiries, supplies her 
with a constraining motive to exertion 
beyond, far beyond, any that the world 
could bestow. The language of her 

lart is that of devout thankfulness, 

lingled with earnest aspirations for 
more entire devotedness to Him who 
has purchased her for his service. 

She reflects, farther, upon her Sa- 
Tiour's love, in having thus far guided 
and directed her steps ; in having 
placed her in her present important 
and interesting situation ; in having 
intrusted to her care some portion of 

• Eph, ii. 19. 
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the lambs of his flock, to train and 
nurture for his heavenly fold. These 
thoughts fill her mind with gratitude. 
She longs to be employed in the work 
thus consigned to her. She eagerly 
embraces the privilege of becoming, 
in some humble measure, a fellow- 
helper to the Truth. 

She relies, moreover, on the rich 
promises of grace vouchsafed to those 
who are seeking to promote the Re- 
deemer's glory. Though conscious of 
her own daily and houi'ly imperfec- 
tions, yet she is enabled to rest on the 
assurance of her Saviour that his "grace 
shall be sufficient for her ; " that " his 
strength shall be made perfect in her 
weakness;"* that his love and ten- 
derness shall sustain her under her 
infirmities, and graciously condescend 
to accept of her imperfect services. 

Loce is, therefore, her motive to 
exertion. 
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But if the motive, by which the 
Christian Minister's wife is actuated, be 
thus powerfiil, we may naturally expect 
that its effect upon her feelings and 
conduct in all the relations of life, will 
be proportionably strong. We know 
that in worldly pursuits any powerful 
impulse carries away the mind with an 
iiTesistible bias. Thus will the love of 
Christ in the Christian female's heart, 
Hke the resistless torrent, bear down 
all opposition, burst tlirougli all inter- 
vening obstacles, and constrain her to 
" Hve no longer to herself, but unto 
Him that died for her and rose again;"* 
and just in proportion to her love of 
her Saviour, will be her desire to pro- 
mote both the temporal and eternal 
interests of her fellow-creatures. Her 
feehngs will dictate the repeated in- 
quiry, " What can I do for Christ ? 
How can 1 show forth his praises?" 
^H er heart is full, and she " cannot but 

^m • 2 Cor. V. 14, 15. 
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speak the things which she has seen 
and heard."* " My beloved is mine" — ■ 
her language is— "and I am his."f 
My Saviour is " the chiefest among 
ten thousand, yea, he is altogether 
lovely." J She acknowledges that she 
is no longer her own, because she has 
been *' bought with a price;" and hence 
she is bound " to glorify God in her 
body and in her spirit which are his." § 
She feels that no principle is so in-* 
spiriting as the love of Christ, arising 
from a sense of unspeakable obhgation 
to his redeeming mercy. She is also 
constrained by her Saviour's express 
command, " If ye love me, keep my 
commandments. He that hath my 
commandments, and keepetb them, he 
it is that loveth me."^ This is the 
rule by which her daily conduct, both 
in her family and parish, is governed. 
She remembers that Christ is honoured, 

• Acts iv. 20, t Song ii. 16. J Song v. 10, 16. 

S 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 1 John xiv. 15, 21. 
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and his ^' Father glorified, if we bear 
much fruit."* Her walk is holy and 
consistent. She brings her religion 
into the every day duties of life. All 
the powers of her mind are directed 
into one channel. She is content to 
deny herself, to take up her cross, to 
^^ follow" her Saviour '^whithersoever 
he goeth."f 

Such is the constraining influence 
of redeeming love — ^the only eflFectual 
spring of Christian devotedness. Oh! 
that every heart engaged in this work 
of God, may be subjugated and quick- 
ened by its Divine influence! 

* John XV. 8. t Rev. xiv. 4. 
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c 13.—" Occupy fill I c< 



To each class of society, and to each 
individual whom the class embraces, 
God has committed talents, to be se- 
verally dedicated to his service and 
employed for his glory. The more 
public the situation, the greater is the 
trust, and the responsibility connected 
with it. 

Talents are of various kinds. The 
general term includes all our innume- 
rable providential mercies : — all the 
faculties and powers of our minds ; 
our natural and acquired endowments ; 
our health ; our time ; our influence ; 
our property; our privileges, and our 
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opportunities of usefulness. The Chris- 
tian will ever regard these talents as a 
valuable and sacred trust, for the right 
employment of which, as a rational and 
moral agent, he is accountable to God. 
The direction of his Saviour, ^' Occupy 
till I come,*' will seldom be absent from 
his thoughts. 

If such be the case with both sexes, 
and in every class of society, no in- 
considerable portion of this respon- 
sibihty devolves upon the wife of the 
Christian Minister. Her peculiar situ- 
ation gives her much influence over 
the parish in which she resides, and 
this talent she will assiduously en- 
deavour to employ, as far as possible, 
to the honour of her Lord and Master. 
The very circumstance of the Clergy- 
man being the individual to whom the 
people look for religious instruction 
and counsel, necessarily throws a mea- 
sure of influence into the hands of his 
wife. In a contracted sphere, it will 
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probably be greater than when ex- 
panded over a wider field ; but, in 
either case, it is a most important and 
serviceable talent, which it will be her 
duty to guard and husband for the 
efiScient prosecution of the work of 
God. Whether it be little or much, 
let her take care to cast it into the 
right scale, and exercise it under the 
habitual influence of Christian motives. 
The principles of the rising generation, 
in her immediate neighbourhood, will 
much depend upon her instructions ; 
for truly upon her devolves, in no small 
degree, the anxious employment of 
sowing the seed of life in the morning 
of youth ; — a seed-time which, with 
all its trials and discouragements, is 
connected, in the Divine dispensation, 
with the promise of a fruitful harvest, 

The influence of a Clergyman's wife 
is of a twofold nature. It is partly 
derived from her husband's connexion 
with the parish, and partly from her 
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own individual character and exertions. 
As the wife of their Minister, the fe- 
male part of the parish will naturally 
look to her for counsel and direction. 
Numerous channels will thus he opened 
for the employment of all her talents, 
but especially of her iiijiucfiee; and this 
gilt let her seek to lay out to the hest 
advantage, and to cherish and increase, 
by maternal sohcitude for their highest 
interests and by a general spirit of 
kindness, concihation, and love. Let 
her ear be open to every appeal, and 
her heart to every tale of woe. Let 
her endeavour, in cases of dissension, to 
soften animosity ; to assuage anger and 
irritation ; to remove prejudice and its 
usual concomitant, ignorance ; to pour 
the oil of consolation into the bosom 
of the agitated and oppressed, and thus 
gradually to become the general peace- 
maker in all the little turmoils of a 
country parish. This can only be ef- 
fected by maintaining a high Christian 
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character, and combining much of 
the wisdom of the serpent with the 
harmlessness of the dove. All party 
feehng must be discountenanced. No 
one must be able to say that she dis- 
penses her bounties with partiahty, or 
even preference. It must be univer- 
sally understood and borne in mind, 
that good conduct and Christian be- 
haviour can alone secure fai'our at the 
parsonage. 

The Christian wdsdom and intelli- 
gence of the true servant of Christ will 
be much increased by the exercise of 
her various duties. She will learn as 
she proceeds. Her experience will ripen 
from day to day, and the numerous 
instances that are perpetually occur- 
ring to try her temper and to exer- 
cise her judgment, will make her more 
and more fitted to cope with difficul- 
ties, and to feel at home in her work. 
She will become increasingly interested 
in witnessing the happy result of her 
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efforts, so far as God is pleased to bless 
them. Her desire to do '' whatsoever 
her hand findeth to do, with all her 
might," will strengthen. Her capacities 
of usefulness will enlarge, and she will 
not only effect more than she did at the 
commencement of her work, but there 
will be an evident improvement in the 
manner of its execution ; she will act 
with more decision, and mingle less of 
human infirmity, less of self, and less 
of injudicious and misplaced endeavours 
in her essays to do good.* 

A subordinate method of gaining and 
maintaining influence, will arise irom 
the measure of pecuniary relief placed 
at her disposal. This of course must 
be regulated by personal means, calcu- 
lated in the spirit of prudence and self- 
denial; but whether it be small or 
great, much wisdom from above will 
be needed for its just and suitable 

* See Rev, D. Wilson's Sermons—* The Parable of 
the Talents/ 

C 
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distribution. A niinute knowledge and 
personal observation of individual cha- 
racters among her husband's people, 
will tend to guard her against the 
artful pretensions of a plausible profes- 
sion, and enable her to restrain the 
over-reaching forwardness of the im- 
portunate, and at the same time to 
encourage the backwardness of the 
more modest and retiring. Thus will 
she deal out the contents of her charity- 
purse with equal hand to the deserving 
objects of her benevolence, carefully 
discriminating between real and ima- 
ginary want, and cheerfully endea- 
vouring, according to the Apostolical 
rule, to " do good unto all men, espe- 
cially unto them who are of the house- 
hold of faith." • 



■ It mny not perhaps be irrelevaDt to remind 
reader of Dr. Doddridge's advice in reference to 
mode of dispensing pecuniary relief. He 
that a certain portion of our income should be 
by every year as a separate fund appropriated to 
ritable purpoaea only ; that we should look upon ' 
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Perhaps of. all the talents committed 
to us, that of Infhience is the most 
important. The female possesses this 
in a peculiar degree ; and her due ex- 
ercise of it may subserve the highest 
purposes, and become a powerful 
though silent auxiliary to the interests 
of the church of God. 

Let the Clergyman's wife seek, in an 
especial manner, for heavenly guidance 
in reference to this talent. Let her 
seek for that ** wisdom which is from 
above, &st pure, then peaceable, gen- 
tle, easy to be entreated, fiill of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality and 
without hypocrisy."* Let her often and 
seriously reflect upon her account to 



ia so deposited as not in any sense our own, but as 
actually disposed of, though not yet affixed to particular 
objects. "By this means," he observes, "there will 
always be a charity fund at hand, and we shall probably 
be more ready to communicate it to others, than we 
should were it regarded as part of the contents of our 
own purse." See Rise and Progress, chap, xxviii. 
* James iii. 17. 
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God for all she has, and her conse- 
quent obligation to devote herself to 
his glory. Influence has been particu- 
larly mentioned, because in her situa- 
tion it may be regarded as a talent 
of paramount importance; but let her 
not conceive herself to be less re- 
sponsible for the diligent use of every 
other gift, of which, when her Lord 
Cometh, a strict account must be 
rendered. 

Among these must be reckoned the 
special opportunities of usefulness con- 
nected with her situation. A due sense 
of the responsibility attached to them 
will stimulate her endeavours to im- 
prove them to the highest advantage, 
and to the grand object which is nearest 
her heart. No opportunity of pro- 
moting the welfare of her husband's 
flock will be wilfully neglected. Every 
circumstance that occurs in the parish, 
out of the ordinary routine, will fur- 
nish her with some subject for suitable 
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remark or reflection. She will not be 
satisfied with merely adopting the plans 
laid down by others ; but will, if possi- 
ble, enter on ground before untrod, 
and trace out new modes of usefulness. 
If her mind be ardently bent on this 
important end, it will become fertile 
in new devices for the happiness of 
the people among whom Providence 
has placed her. Favourable events 
will continually arise ; and she will 
find that occasions of doing good not 
unfrequently unfold themselves when 
she least expects it. But let her 
watch, lest despondency paralyze her 
energies. Let her not be discouraged 
by the anticipation of small results 
from simple intentions and persevering 
endeavours. Let her take encoiu-age- 
ment from our Lord's commendation 
of the poor woman, who, in the con- 
sciousness of unworthiness, and the 
abasement of love, dedicated her all 
to her Saviour's service — ''She hath 
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done what she could."* Let her not 
suppose that any act of Christian love 
can be unfruitful or unacceptable. + 
We are generally too eager to see 
grand results ; but we should learn to 
do good for the sake of doing good, 
and because it is the will of our God 
and Saviour. It may please Him, 
indeed, often to hide from us our ac- 
tual importance in the movements of 
the great machinery of Providence and 
grace, lest we should forget that we 
are at best but sinful and weak instru- 
ments, whom He condescends to em- 
ploy ; and lest we should, in the pride 
of our hearts, forget his sovereign 
agency, and say, " Is not this great 
Babylon which I have built ?" J We 
must recollect also, that, in the moral 
as in the natural world, great and 
general good is commonly effected, 
not by one powerful impulse, but by 

■ Mark xlv. 8. f See Matt. x. 42. 
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an almost infinite variety and succession 
of impulses ; hence a long course of 
perseverance is necessary- to success. 

To conclude. Many circumstances 
of painful discouragement will occur 
to hinder us in our work, and even to 
tempt us to relinquish it. But looking 
to our Lord and Master, and simply 
depending upon the faithfiil promise 
that ^' God will supply all our need 
according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus/' * we shall be enabled 
to hold on our course. Soon will all 
our trials and difficulties pass away. 
We shall rest from our labours, to 
spend a blissfiil eternity in our Sa- 
viour's bosom, praise, and service. 
Let us, therefore, whilst toiling here 
below, and seeking to devote our ta- 
lents to his glory, place all our trust 
in this our beloved Saviour for ac- 
ceptance and assistance. He will gra- 
ciously take us imder his charge. He 

* Phil. iv. 19, 
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will guard us from danger. He will 
sustain and strengthen us in every time 
of need. He will grant us from day 
to day supplies of his life-giving pre- 
sence, and cause us to drink at the 
fountain of living waters. Ere long 
we shall hear the joyful invitation — 
" Come, ye blessed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world."* 
We shall receive, through the merits 
of that Redeemer in whose service 
whilst on earth we delighted, the 
" crown of righteousness," which is 
laid up for " all them that love his 
appearing." f We shall be clothed in 
the robes of salvation, and participate 
in the " pleasures that are at God's 
right hand for evermore." J 

• Matt. XXV. 34. t 2 Tim. iv 

I Psalm X- 
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— " See thpn thai ye walk circumspectly." 

The Minister's family will ever be 
;ardetl as the model upon which 
^the families of the parish are to be 
framed. Its actions will be appealed 
to, as the standard of right or wrong, 
[ts want of propriety, consistency, or 
'irectness, will fiirnish their excuse 
for the neglect of duty, and the indul- 
gence of sinful conduct. The religion 
of the parish will rarely surpass the 
standard displayed in the Christian 
parsonage, and, ordinarily, will not 
rise to the same level. This will be 
found to be peculiarly the case in a 
c3 
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country village, where every circum- 
stance that occurs under the Mini- 
ster's roof, every plan which is there 
adopted; almost every sentiment there 
uttered, will be known, talked over, and 
commented upon by the people. The 
slightest deviation from the strictness of 
Christian consistency will be marked ; 
the smallest measure of Uberty taken, 
on doubtful points, will be construed 
into a permission for worldliness and 
indifference. The Sunday walk, for 
instance, of any part of the Minister's 
family, though for the purposes of re- 
ligious retirement, will be converted, 
by the more indifferent and worldly- ■ 
minded among the neighbours, into 
an excuse for their various sinful vio- 
lations of that holy season. If the 
habits and principles of the Clergy- 
man's wife and children contradict the 
pulpit instructions of the husband and 
parent, his doctrine and exhortations 
will only excite the ridicule of those 
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THE NECESSITY Of CONSISTENCY IN HER DAILY 

CONDUCT, 

Eph. ▼. 15. — " See then tbat ye walk circumspectly." 

The Minister's family will ever be 
regarded as the model upon which 
the families of the parish are to be 
framed. Its actions will be appealed 
to, as the standard of right or wrong. 
Its want of propriety, consistency, or 
correctness, will furnish their excuse 
for the neglect of duty, and the indul- 
gence of sinful conduct. The religion 
of the parish will rarely surpass the 
standard displayed in the Christian , 
parsonage, and, ordinarily, will not 
rise to the same level. This will be 
found to be peculiarly the case in a 
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It is by her that the various arrange- 
ments of the family will be ordered. 
It is under her directions that the 
household economy will be regulated ; 
and self-gratification, indulgence, and 
convenience, be subordinated to the 
main object — the good of her husband's 
flock. It will be in the neatness, sim- 
plicity, and modesty of her attire, and 
that of her children and servants, that 
the admonition of the Apostle, in re- 
ference to the holy women of old, will 
be exemplified. " Not that outwartj 
adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold, or of putting on of 

she is inclined to the world, will preach worldly com- 
pliance with more suoccaa hy her conduct, than her 
husband can preach the renunciation of the world 
by the moat solenm discourses.'' — Bridget's Chritiian 
Mimtiry. 

See also, Life of the Rev. Legh Richmond. In a 
letter addressed to his daughter on her marriage to 
a Clergyman, he writes — "A miniater'a wife may be a 
main-apring of encouragement or discouragement to her 
husband in all hia arduous and anxious occupations for 
[he good of his flock. On her example and demeanour 
very much may often depend.'" 
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apparel; but the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is, in the sight of God, of 
great price."* 

In a word, she will seek, by her 
whole demeanour, by the economical 
arrangement of her time, by the ma- 
nagement of her family, and by her 
general consistency of conduct, both 
to act and walk as one who is anxious 
to give a practical illustration of the 
various instructions she is continually 
imparting to others. She cannot ex- 
pect that the mothers of her parish will 
attend to her maternal injunctions, — or 
that the young females wiU listen to her 
kind but faithftil admonitions, — ^unless 
both the one and the other perceive 
that she herself walks by the rule 
which she lays down for them 5 and 
that she enforces no less strictness in 
her own family than she urges upon 

♦ 1 Pet. iii. 3—5. 
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theirs. Nor is this the only point of 
importance. ReUgion is much recom- 
mended to the heart by such a course 
of conduct. The beauty and loveliness 
of its various points are exemplified, 
and that under a far more attractive 
form than that of mere didactic in- 
struction. The blessed Redeemer him- 
self condescended, not only to teach 
his disciples, but to set them " an 
example, that they should follow his 
" When he putteth forth his 
own sheep, he goeth before them, and 
the sheep follow him, for they know 
his voice."-t- The Apostle adopted 
similar language : " Be ye followers 
of me, even as I also am of Christ."J 
" Those thingSj whicli ye have both 
heard and seen in me, do," &'C.§ In- 
deed among the various methods em- 
ployed by the Holy Spirit for our 
instruction, the most interesting and 



• 1 Pel. ii. 21. 
I 1 Cor. xi. J. 



\ John X. 4. 
i Phfl. iv. 9. 
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I attractive is, perhaps, that of example. 
Scarcely a truth is stated in the Bible 
without some corresponding illustra- 
tion in a subsequent chapter. Are we 
directed, for instance, to watch against 
the temptations of Satan ? Peter is 
brought before our notice, as aiFording 
an example of the danger arising from 
the neglect of this duty. Is faith again 
insisted on ? Abraham is exhibited to 
our view as the father of the faithful. Is 
** patience to have its perfect work" in 

^ our minds? we are told of " the patience 
of Job,"* and of its happy results. We 
read again of Dorcas, " who was full of 
good works and alms-deeds which she 
did."f The sacred historians pass by 
casually, or in silence, many of tlie 
[■great and distinguished achievements 
I that agitated the public mind during 
I their day, to descend to the more re- 
tired walks of private life, and to re- 
I cord, for our encouragement, the effects 
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produced by the Gospel on the hearts 
and the conduct of various individuals, 
whom the eye of God had marked and 
singled out, as examples of the power 
of Divine grace, for the instruction of 
succeeding ages. The same means are 
adopted in the present day; the same 
Divine power is in operation ; the same 
blessed results follow now, as in the 
first ages of the church ; and hence 
the wife of a Christian Minister has 
a delightful encouragement to seek, in 
her peculiar sphere of duty, to imitate 
the holy women of old — exemplifying, 
in her daily temper and conduct, the 
character and spirit of her Lord and 
Master, Let her shun every sem- 
blance of personal feeling towards any 
individual of her charge ; and let her 
strive to act the part of a mother 
amongst her husband's people, as well 
as that of a guardian and director in 
his domestic circle. This line of con- 
duct would tend to restrain, and put 
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to shame^ many evils in the parish. 
Idleness would be discountenanced, un- 
tidiness discouraged, regularity in the 
payment of debts promoted.* Passion 
and ill-temper, backbiting and slander 
wotild hide their faces. Sabbath loung- 
ing and profaneness would be in a great 
measure suppressed, by the persevering 
exhibition of a uniform and consistent 
course. 

To maintain, however, this high and 
Christian pattern, much prayer and 
watchfulness will be required on the 
part of the Clergyman's wife. Events 
will be continually occurring to try 
and vex her temper, and to tempt her 

♦ A cottager in the village of ♦♦♦♦♦» one day 
remarked, " Mr. — — teaches us what is right hy 
his actions. He never owes any deht which he does not 
pay on the Saturday evening ; so that we learn it is our 
duty as Christians always to pay our dehts ; and, as we 
have often remarked to each other, we cannot get up of 
a Sunday morning owing money, and our consciences 
not tell us of it. I have heard one of my neighbours 
say, that when he has owed Mr. ■ any thing, he has 
been quite ashamed to meet him as he went to church." 
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to shrink from her elevated and re- 
sponsible standard of profession. Hence 
she must implore continual guidance 
and strength from above, that she may 
be enabled to preserve simplicity of pur- 
pose, singleness of mind, and a willing- 
ness to be the handmaid of all, seeking, 
like her Lord and Master, " not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister." * 

She must try herself, from time to 
time, by the standard of Divine truth, 
and by the life and temper of her Sa^ 
viour, as described and illustrated in 
the Gospels, in order to discover whe* 
ther her own character and conversa- 
tion bear any resemblance to the model 
there portrayed for her imitation. Let 
her frecjuently ask herself such questions 
as these : — Am I no longer conformed to 
the spirit, the maxims, the fashions of 
the world ? Do I seek to shew to my 
husband's people the " more excellent 
way?" Do I endeavour to adorn the 
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doctrine of God my Saviour in all things ? 
Has my ''conversation been in heaven?'* 
Whilst I invite others to '' taste and see 
that the Lord is good/' do I, in my 
own conduct, bring forth any fruits of 
righteousness to his praise and glory ? 
or do I invite others to experience that 
love, that joy, that peace in beheving, 
to which I am myself a stranger? 
Does my habitual walk evince the sin- 
cerity of my Christian profession ? Do 
I set my husband's flock an example 
of humihty, self-denial, heavenly-mind- 
edness, forbearance, charity, and indif- 
ference to the vanities and pursuits 
of the worldly-minded ? If she really 
loves God, and longs to be numbered 
among his peculiar people; — if she 
really aims to '' shew forth the praises 
of Him who hath called her out of 
darkness into his marvellous light,"* 
she will not rest satisfied, until, through 
Divine grace, she is enabled to reply, 

• 1 Pet. ii. 9. 



Such is my earnest desire,— such is 
my fervent petition. I feel that I am 
"not my own," but "bought with a 
price," * even the precious blood of 
Jesus, and that I must " therefore glo- 
rify Him in my body and in my spirit, 
which are his." Her delight will be 
with the "saints that are in the earth/'f 
She will be among those " who speak 
often one to another ; who fear the 
Lord, and think upon his name."J She 
will seek to win others by the Christian 
consistency and loveliness of her own 
deportment ; and her daily motto will 
be that adopted by Joshua of old, — - 
"As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord."§ She will do all in her 
power (under the Divine blessing) to 
promote his glory whilst here on earth, 
and look forward with joyful hope to 
that period, when "the ransomed of 
the Lord shall return, and come to 

• 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. f Paolni svi. 3. 

: MaL iii. 16. { Joaliua xxiv. 15. 
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Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads ; when they shall ob- 
tain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shaD flee away." * 

* Isaiah xxxv. 1 0. 
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irselves, whether ye be in 



One of the most important checks 
upon the Christian in his daily walk 
and conversation, is the habit of close, 
faithful self-examination. Instead of 
resting satisfied with the mere ordinary 
duties and exercises, which custom or 
education may have led him to adopt, 
he must frequently recur to self-exami- 
nation as a means of ascertaining the 
sincerity of his faith, and his advance- 
ment in the ways of holiness. 

As the traveller, in ascending a steep 
Alpine precipice, will pause and look 
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around him, when he reaches a break 
or resting-place, to mark his pro- 
gress, the obstacles he has already sur- 
mounted, and the best means of gaining 
the summit before him ; so should the 
Christian traveller, in mounting Zion's 
hill, stop, as it were, from time to time 
on his road, in order to examine at 
what point he has already arrived, 
how he may best overcome the difiS- 
ctilties that still present themselves, 
and quicken his energies to press for- 
wards on his heavenward journey. 

In proportion to the responsibility of 
the station, the number of difficulties 
to be surmounted, and duties to be 
performed, will be the importance of 
the practice of habitual self-examina- 
tion. 

The wife of the Christian Minister, 
surrovmded as she is with dangers, 
and appointed to fiilfil many impor- 
tant offices, not merely in her family, 
but in the parish which she is called 
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to superintend, will find it peculiarly 
needful to retire, from time to time, 
from her more public engagements, in 
order to converse with her own heart, 
and inquire into the state of her indi- 
vidual progress heavenward. Deeply 
sensible of her own innate coiTuption, 
and of the subtle devices of the great 
enemy, to which she is ever exposed, 
she will find it a beneficial exercise 
thus to withdraw occasionally from the 
daily circle of active duties which sur- 
round her, to commune with her own 
soul before her God, to watch the 
movements of her heart, to mark the 
snares which are laid for it, to humble 
herself for her sins, and to seek re- 
newed strength from on high. 

She will commence her investigation 
by an inquiry into the practicalinfluence, 
upon her own soul, of those truths she is 
ansciously inculcating upon others. 

Aware of the danger of self-decep- 
tion, she will not rest satisfied with 
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mere active employment, in her Chris- 
tian course, but will repeatedly ask 
herself during these seasons of private 
retirement, — Am I advancing in my 
own soul ? Are my views of the Sa- 
viour more clear and spiritual ? Is my 
dependence upon Him more simple, 
and my devotedness to Him more con- 
stant? Do I delight in his precepts 
as weU as in his promises? Do I 
watch against the risings of sin, the 
temptations of Satan, and the corrupt- 
mg influence of the world ? 

She will next inquire into the motives 
q/* her conduct, lest self-seeking, or vain- 
glory and the desire of human applause, 
should render them displeasing to God. 
She will search deep into her principles 
of action, and weigh all her motives in 
the balance of the sanctuary. She will 
endeavour to discover whether her 
whole mind is subject to the influence 
of the Gospel of Christ, and to ascer- 
tain what '^manner of spirit'* she is of. 

D 
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Her examinatioD as to this point will 
lead to the inquiries — Have I been 
actuated by a pure and simple desire 
to " do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus?"* Has there been no mixture 
of pride and self? Have I allowed no 
selfish consideration in the mode of 
exercising my benevolence to interfere 
with the promotion of the glory of that 
Being "whose 1 am, and whom I 
serve ?"f Has love to the Saviour 
constituted the sole ground of my 
obedience ? Ample scope is here af- 
forded for self-scrutiny, humiliation, 
and prayer. 

The employment of her time will next 
come under review. Have I econo^ 
mized it for the service of God? Have 
I denied myself, in order to save time 
and opportunities for the benefit of 
others ? Have I occupied with my 
talents to the best advantage ? In a 
word, have I sought to " glorify God 
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irith my body and spirit which are 
his?"* 

Lastly, let the Minister's wife exa- 
mine herself as to f he feelings cotmecied 
with the success of her work. Has the 
^^^raise been given unreservedly to Him 
^W(o whom alone it was due ? Can she 
^^ny, from the bottom of her heart, — 
^^p Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
^^But unto thy name be the glory ?"f 
^^^oes she feel herself, after all, an 
"unprofitable servant," and consider 
it her highest privilege to be permitted, 
though in the smallest measure, to la- 
bour in her Master's vineyard ? The 
success of her labours is much con- 
nected with this genuine spirit of Chris- 
tian simpKcity and self-renunciation. 
God will never vouchsafe his blessing 
to those wl]o deprive him of a part of 
the glory ; who allow any inferior mo- 
tives to interfere with the Christian's 
Cjnt object, — the honour of his 
Cor. vi. 20. t Psalm CSV. 1. 
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God, and the advancement of bis Sa- 
viour's kingdom. Much watchfulnes* 
and prayer are requisite to guard against- 
the art, and power, and subtlety of Sa- 
tan, in suggesting unworthy motives 
to exertion ; and introducing natural 
instead of spiritual principles, wholly; 
inadequate to the vast emergency. 

It is, however, most important ta 
understand the principles which the' 
duty of self-examination implies, and. 
the spirit in which it should be con- 
ducted. It implies a consciousness not 
only of the general corruption of our 
nature, but of the guilt and spiritual 
defilement that stains every human 
endeavour. It supposes our feeling 
of the danger of self-deception, and 
our desire to walk with God, in 
state of constant acceptance and bar 
bitual dedication. It is connected 
with a simple dependence upon Divine 
teaching, to unveil the hidden recesses 
and depraved inclinations of the heart. 
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It needs also that '* wisdom which 
is from above, which is without par- 
tiality and without hypocrisy;" * so 
that we may not seek to palliate our 
ans, but try ourselves fully and fairly 
by the unerring standard of self-exami- 
nation, — ^the Word of God. Brought 
to this touchstone, how many actions, 
apparently praiseworthy in the eyes of 
our fellow-creatures, will be rejected 
as '^reprobate silver" by that Holy 
Being '^who searcheth the heart and 
triieth the reins! "f How much mix- 
ture of sin and self will be discovered 
even in our holiest duties ! We shall 
perceive that our very devotions are 
mixed with sin, that our alms-givings 
and all our religious services are defiled 
and polluted, and, ere they can be ac- 
ceptable to God, have need to be 
washed in the blood of Christ 

Christian watchfiilness is a duty 
peculiarly needfiil to the Minister's wife. 

* James iiL 17. f Jer. xrii. 10. 
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Utterly helpless as she is in herself, 
and mighty and subtle as are the ene- 
mies she has to withstand, let her 
exercise her privilege of committing 
herself to the Lord. Let her keep a 
vigilant guard over her own heart j 
seeking to obtain a more accurate per- 
ception of her besetting temptations, 
and watching lest the snares and se- 
ductions of the world should lull her 
asleep, or the influence of self-love 
wrap her up in a state of carnal ease 
and security. We shall find a deep 
acquaintance with ourselves to be one 
of the best safeguards against spiritual 
pride. When we look around, and 
compare our own actions with those 
of others, we are apt to be elated with 
an idea of our own superiority ; but 
when we look within, and try ourselves 
impartially by the standard of God's 
law, we are at once convinced of oxir 
utter unprofitableness, and laid, in con- 
trition of soul, at the foot of the cross. 
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The Clergyman's wife will find sea- 
sons of retirement and self-examination 
highly beneficial to her own soul. 
While all proceeds with apparent pros- 
perity, without inquiry into her own 
spiritual state, she will be inchned to 
rest satisfied with the performance of 
mere external duties. Close and dili- 
gent self-examination will, however, 
humble her under the sense of manifold 
deficiencies ; while, under the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit, she will be led to 
depend more simply upon her Saviour 
for the needfiil supphes of his grace. 
Thus will she be encouraged to greater 
efforts, and to warmer zeal. Her gra- 
dual progress in Divine things will be- 
come marked, and she will be enabled 
inwardly to rejoice that God has done 
great things for her. If she has been 
advancing, her heart will be lifted up in 
thankfiihiess, and she will feel stimu- 
lated to press forwards with renewed 
earnestness, in the sweet assurance that 



He who has " begun a good work in 
her, will perform it unto the day of 
Jesus Christ." Or if, on the contrary, 
she is conscious that she ' did run 
well,' but something has * hindered' 
her, she will humbly seek for pardon 
through the blood of the Lamb ; she 
will fly to the throne of grace for 
strength and direction ; renew her dili- 
gence ; set a fresh watch over her 
actions and conduct ; guard more care- 
fully against the first temptations to 
backslide, and thus " run the way of 
God's commandments with an enlarged 
heart."* That distraction of mind 
which active employment is apt to 
produce, will be much corrected by the 
habit of self-examination: the feelings 



* To persona of a well-disciplined aud wEll-instnicled 
miud, habitually e^erciacd in active taitli, and living in 
constant communion with God, □ sinled seaton let apart 
for self-examination might be useful : — (he Satuntnyor 
Sunday evening for inBtoncc. 

There arc, however, otheni, who, maintaining a habit 
of flclf-in^iection ai regards (heir motives, principles. 
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will become calmed ; the hurry of the 
thoughts hushed; and the heart better 
prepared for entering anew, with child- 
like confidence, upon coming duties. 
The Clergyman's wife will leave her 
closet with foil purpose of mind to set 
out afresh, as it were, on her heavenly 
journey, and " forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, 
will press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.*** The language of her soul 
will be, '^ Examine me, O Lord, and 
prove me.^f *' Search me, O God, and 
know my heart; try me, and know 
my thoughts ; and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the 

and individual state, probably improve seasons of 
abstraction a» they occur in providence, or as they may 
be dieUUed by conscience ; but who, from a variety of 
causes, local or constitutional, would be rather hindered 
than assisted by a periodical system. The general 
habit is all that is insisted on. 
• Phil. ilL 13, 14. t Psalm xxvi. 2. 

d3 
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way everlasting."* Fervent prayer for 
the influences of the Holy Spirit will, 
of course, accompany these acts of 
secret devotion. Hence the Divine 
blessing will be poured out more 
abundantly, and the Christian labourer 
will '' grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of her Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ." 

• Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24. 



PART 11. 

HINTS TO THE CLERGYMAN'S WIFE RELATIVE 
TO HER ACTIVE EXERTIONS AMONGST THE 
POOR. 
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James i. 27. — " Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world." 

" The characteristic of a Minister's 
wife/* observes Mr. Bridges, " should 
be the main feature of the Gospel — a 
disciple of the cross. In uniting her- 
self to a Christian minister, she has 
bound herself to his work and to his 
cross ; and must expect, as far as she 
appears by her husband's side, not only 
to sympathize, but actually to share in 
the double measure of hardness, misre- 
presentation, and reproach, portioned 
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out to the faithful Minister ; — trials 
that will exercise all those habits 
of love, humility, patience, and self- 
denial, that constitute the spirit of the 
cross. Nothing connected with her 
can be neutral. Should she wrap her- 
self up in cold indifference to the ad- 
vancement of her husband's ministry, 
regardless of the line of conduct best 
adapted to strengthen his most im- 
portant interests ; or, even should she 
' faint and be weary' of the work rather 
than in it, she must clog the wheels of 
the machine instead of supplying oil 
for its accelerated progress.* Any lack 

• " It ii acarcely lo be cakuloled," remarks Mr. Cecil, 
"what an influence the spirit of a Minieter's wife will 
have on hia own, and on all his ministerial afliura. If 
she come not up to the full standard, she will so far 
impede him, derange him, unsanctify him. If there is 
Huch a thing as goud in the world, it is in the ministerial 
office. The sfTairs of this employment are the greateit 
in (he world. In proiecuting these with a right spirit, 
the Minister keeps in motion a vast machine ; and such 
are the incaleiilable consequences of hb wife's character 
to him, that if ehe assist him not in urging forward 
the machine, she will hang as a dead weight upon iti 
wheels." — CeeWt Remains, 
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also of kindness or consideration oh 
her part, widens the distance between 
the pastor and his flock ; and restrains 
many of those sources of ministerial 
communication, which are the fruitful 
channels of mutual enlargement and 
support. On the other hand, by a 
natural spirit of conciliation and flow 
of sympathy, much, that otherwise had 
been restrained,is drawn forth with free- 
dom ; and an additional bond of reci- 
procal attachment is formed between 
the father and his numerous family .** * 
Supporing the Clergj^ian-, Je to 
enter her husband's parish deeply im- 
pressed with such considerations as 
these, and earnestly desiring to become 
a helpmeet to him in all his arduous 
and often painful exertions for the 
good of his flock, her first inquiry 
(especially if she has been previously 
unaccustomed to visit among the poor) 
will naturally be — How am I to com- 

^ See Rev. C. Bridges's Christian Ministry. 
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mence my work 1 What method can I 
best adopt to gain an acquahitatice with 
the poor around rae, and to obtain their 
confidence and affectionate regard ? 

Her first step will perhaps be, by a 
short visit to the several cottages, to 
obtain some idea of the state of the 
parish, and of the general character 
of the families belonging to it. This 
slight individual acquaintance with the 
people will suggest some more syste- 
matic arrangement for her subsequent 
visits, as the peculiar circumstances of 
the different families may require. 

Her principal aim in this preliminary 
round of visits, should be to gain the af- 
fections, and to secure the confidence of 
the people. She will endeavour, there- 
fore, to convince them that Christian 
motives alone, and a lively interest 
in their welfare, actuate her exertions 
among them. Many topics of friendly 
conversation and inquiry will readily 
suggest themselves to her as she enters 
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the different cottages ; and in selecting 
these, she will of course exercise her 
own good sense and discretion. Her 
first inquiries should relate to those 
I subjects which afford the greatest in- 
terest to the poor ; such as the number 
of which the family consists ; the names 
and ages of the cliildren ; the occupa- 
I tion of those who are capable of work ; 
' the schools which the younger ones 
attend, &c. There must be a tone of 
tenderness in her manner of proposing 
these questions, and a sympathy and 
kindness in listening to the replies 
they elicit. The poor are very sus- 
I ceptible of kindly feeUng ; and reserve 
1 and coldness are easily chased away, 
when they perceive in their superiors 
I a. readiness to hear their simple tales, 
I and a willingness to enter into subjects 
I connected with their welfare. When 
I the inquiries are kindly received, it 
[ wUl be well more minutely to ascertain 
) their habits of attendance or neglect of 
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public worship ; their different employ- 
ments; their means of subsistence — 
whether by parochial relief, manual 
labour, charity or otherwise ;* — their 
period of residence in the parish; 
amount of rent paid for their cottage ; 
their attention to family prayer, and 
daily reading of the Holy Scriptures; 
and their mode of passing the Sabbath, 
as well as various other particulars ; 
which, although they may seem more 
immediately to claim her husband's 
attention, yet wiU give her an insight 
into the general character and habits 
of the poor, and consequently render 
her exertions in her own department 
more efficient. 

The following Speculum Parochiale 
will be found useful, especially in a 
large parish, in facilitating her ac- 
quaintance with the people. 

■ Some of these minute questions, liowever, will 
reijjire great delicacy to avoid prying curiosity, than 
whicli nothing is more grating to the minds of the poor 
They may, of course, be vatied or omitted at discretion. 
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She might cany a paper, ruled in 
this manner, in her hand, during her 
preliminary visits ; and, to prevent con- 
fusion, insert, on the spot, the facts re- 
quired, where it could be done without 
danger of giving offence. The families 
might be numbered in rotation, as she 
goes from cottage to cottage ; and some 
private mark made to bring to her re- 
membrance those particulars respecting 
them which it had not been convenient 
to enumerate at the time. 

A brief and fiiendly conversation 
with the cottagers, respecting their 
temporal wants, will open the way 
gently and prudently to direct their 
attention to the importance of religious 
instruction, and an acquaintance with 
the great doctrines of the Gospel. Let 
us inquire whether they are, or are 
not, in possession of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; whether they can, and do, habi- 
tually read them ; and whether they 
are anxiously bringing up their children 
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' in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord ;' endeavouringy at the same time^ 
to impress upon their minds the danger 
of being too much absorbed in worldly 
cares^ and of neglecting the ' one thing 
needful/ We should also feel it our 
duty to speak to them of the privilege 
of possessing that Book which is ^ able 
to make them wise unto salvation^ 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus/ 
If they are not in possession of a copy, 
we might encourage them to lay by 
their weekly pence in order to procure 
one ; promising to take care of their mo- 
ney, to collect it regularly, and to fur- 
nish them with a Bible, when the sum 
required for obtaining it is complete. 
Free contributions might be solicited 
from those who know the value of the 
Holy Scriptures, and are anxious to 
impart the knowledge of them to their 
ignorant neighbours, and to the pe- 
rishing world. It will be most impor- 
tant to urge upon them the duty and 
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privilege of observing the Sabbath, of 
secret and family prayer, and of d 
regular attendance at God's house ; 
and, also, to point out to them, as 
occasion may require, their relative 
duties, and give suitable advice as to 
domestic economy, diligence, frugality, 
and order. The young, the sick, and 
the aged, will require particular atten- 
tion. We should encourage parents 
to send their children to the weekly 
and Sunday schools ; and enforce upon 
them the necessity of sending them 
regularly, and of upholding the au- 
thority of the teachers, in cases of 
necessary punishment, instead of ex- 
citing a spirit of insubordination by 
injudiciously taking the part of their 
children. The elder members of the 
family, who cannot read, should be re- 
commended and encouraged to attend 
the adult school. Habits of self-denialj 
industry, and cleanliness, should be 
inculcated; and every effort made to 
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promote a cheerftil contented disposi- 
tion^ and to lead them to look at the 
bright side even of those httle adverse 
circumstances which are perpetually oc- 
curring in this changing and uncertain 
world. The poor (especially those of 
a repining and discontented spirit) are 
naturally led to murmur at the dispen- 
sations of Providence towards them. 
They often need to be reminded that 
happiness belongs to a cottage, no less 
than to a palace ; that it depends upon 
character, not upon circumstances ; and 
that he alone enjoys substantial hap- 
piness who has the fear of God before 
his eyes, and the love of Christ in his 
heart, and who makes the rule of the 
Bible the directory of his daily life.* 

• TEewell-known tract of "The Shepherd of Salisbury 
Plain" admirably illustrates these principles. " Father," 
nod the shepherd's little daughter, " I wish I was big 
enough to say grace, I am sure I should say it very 
heartily to-day, for I was thinking what must poor 
people do, who have no salt to their potatoes; and 
do but look, our dish is quite full." " That is the true 
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Perhaps, also, with the view of pro- 
moting the temporal comfort of our 
poor, it might sometimes be useful to 
propose prizes for cleanliness. A set of 
tea-things, a milkpail, a tea-kettle, or 
some trifling article of furniture, pro- 
mised to the cottager whose house we 
shall visit a given number of times 
without finding cause for complaint, 
would give a stimulus to the woman's 
exertions, and increase the comforts of 
her home. Much, also, may be often 
done in suggesting employment to per- 
sons out of work.* This would ex- 
cite a spirit of industry amongst them, 
in the place of that lassitude and 
idleness which creeps over those who, 
whether from indolence or necessity, 
are unoccupied. 

way of thinking, my cliild," replied Iier father: "m 
whatever concema bodily wanta and bodily comforts, it 
it is our duty to compare our own lot witli the tot of 
those who are worse off; and thia will keep ua thankful." 
• Various methods will be suggested in a aubaequent 
chapter. 



COTTAGE VISITS. 71 

The advantages of savings-banks 
and friendly societies should also be 
pointed out, as means by which they 
may obtain help in times of special need 
from the fruit of their own exertions, 
and without losing their independence. 
They might also be encouraged to 
bring deposits to the parsonage, in the 
assurance that they should be care- 
ftdly preserved till the end of the year, 
and then laid out for them in articles 
(rf clothing, materials for work, &c., to 
the best advantage.* Yet, in all plans 

* There should be a specified time for bringing theae 
little deposits to the parsonage, (Monday morning for 
instance,) as it brings regularity into the system, and 
leads the poor to the weekly saving of a certain sum, 
■whicii is of great advantage. It would be too much to 
uifiist on their bringing it every week ; but those who 
could not conveniently do so, knowing the rule, would 
calculate according^, and keep it up at the ratio of 
Id. or 2d, per week, whether weekly or monthly. A 
book should be kept for the registering of names and 
deposits, and some addition promised to the sum saved, 
according to ability and circumstances. This promise 
would act as an encouragement to frugality and industry. 
A Jixed addition is perhaps preferable to one varying 
according to the ratio of the deposit. 
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for the comfort of the poor, the preva- 
lence of imposition (which, however, 
a frequent repetition of our visits wil 
often enable us to detect) must be 
borne in mind. But even here there 
will be need of caution for om-selves, 
lest, in our desire to discountenance 
the imposing and undeserving, an un- 
due dread of deception paralyze the 
hand of charity, and lessen the delight 
of laying ourselves out for the good of 
our people. 

It will be important, in visiting the 
poor, to avoid, as far as possible, en- 
croaching on the necessary occupations 
of families and individuals, and, for this 
reason, to ascertain the time (usually 
the afternoon or evening) when visits 
are most acceptable, and least likely 
to interfere with domestic and other 
duties. 

Although the Clergyman's wife will 
generally enter, as opportunity occurs, 
every house in the parish, yet she 
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will seldom, on the first outset, attempt 
to force herself upon those who shew 
a decided aversion to her visits. She 
will rather seek to win them by the 
kindiiess of her demeanour, and by 
the expression of her readiness to 
assist and serve them as their cir- 
cumstances may require. In cases of 
opposition and insult, she will have fre- 
quent need to remember her Master's 
patient and loving spirit, to enable her 
to return good for evil. She will find 
it most important to improve suitable 
opportunities to lessen and remove 
prejudice and unkindly feehngs, and 
to instil the principles of the Gospel 
rather by affectionate admonition and 
advice, than by open reproof or harsh- 
ness. '' The servant of the Lord," we 
are taught, '' must not strive ; but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 
patient ; in meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves."* This is, 

• 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. 
E 
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perhaps, one of the most difficult parts 
of our duty. To instruct the willing 
and docile is an easy and delightful 
task ; but when, as is too often the 
case, the mind is ahenated from re- 
ceiving the truth, and there exists a 
prejudice against instruction, no little 
forbearance and wisdom will be re- 
quired to soften the feelings, to melt 
tlie hard heart by love and gentleness, 
to shame, if possible, the obstinate 
and self-willed into an acquiescence in 
plans proposed for their real benefit. 
Severity, in such cases, will seldom be 
found to effect the desired object. It 
will rather tend to irritate those very 
feelings which it is so desirable to allay. 
Our great aim should be, mildly but 
firmly to represent to them the awfiil 
guilt and folly of their conduct, as un- 
grateful to their Heavenly Father, de- 
spising the love of their Divine Saviour, 
resisting the strivings of the Holy Spirit 
within them, destroying every hope of: 



I 
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present happiness, and bringing eternal 
ruin upon their immortal souls. These 
solemn views, mingled with tender and 
earnest entreaties to consider their ways, 
and to embrace the free and gracious 
oflTers of the Gospel, will tend to con- 
vince them, that, in seeking to direct 
their attention to these important sub- 
jects, we are actuated by disinterested 
motives, and by a sincere desire to pro- 
mote their everlasting welfare. Occa- 
sional distribution of temporal aid may, 
in certain cases, assist to open the 
hearts of the poor to our instruction ; 
for though they cannot comprehend 
the value of Christian exhortations, 
they can understand the benefit of tem- 
poral relief, and will be more disposed 
to lend a willing ear to our spiritual 
counsels, if they find us ready to com- 
miserate their bodily wants. 

In a word, let the Clergyman's wife 
seek to ' become all things to all men.' 
Let her adopt every method to win 

£ 2 
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the affections of her husband's people, 
and to open their hearts for the recep- 
tion of those Divine truths which he is 
from time to time delivering from the 
pulpit. 

Let her keep the example of her 
Saviour, whose instructions were ever 
characterized by tenderness and love, 
constantly before her eyes, as she steers 
her course through the wide ocean of 
life. When adverse winds arise and 
tempests blow, let her recollect, that 
Jesus her Saviour stands at the helm 
of her vessel, to guide, direct, and con- 
sole her ; that He, who has hitherto 
helped her, and in whose cause she has 
embarked, will come to her aid in the 
moment of extremity, and accomplish 
his will in her, and glorify his own 
great name. 




CHAP. II. 



VISITS TO THE SICK. 



Matt. xxv. 36.—** I was sick, and ye visited me." 

The subordinate visitation of the 
sick forms a primary part of the re- 
sponsibility devolving upon the Minis- 
ter's wife. It is more particularly her 
province to inquire into the cases of 
the sick, the extent of their ailments, 
and their need of medical assistance. 
She will advise the parish doctor to be 
sent for in emergencies ; while, in ordi- 
nary cases, a little experience and ob- 
servation will enable her to prescribe 
simple and eflTectual remedies.* 

* " If there be any of the Parson's flock sick, he is 
their physician, or at least his wife ; of whom, instead of 
the qualities of the world, he asks no other, but to have 
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The Clergyman's wife will find a little 
knowledge of medicine of material use 
to her, more particularly in a country 
village, where medical aid can only be 
procured from a distance. Sudden 
attacks of illness and accidents not un- 
frequently occur, which may become 
dangerous before a doctor can arrive, 
without the immediate appHcation of 
proper remedies. The poor have ge- 
nerally so httle conception of the re- 
quisite treatment in cases of sickness, 
that medical assistance is often fiiis- 
trated by the previous use of most 
unsuitable means ; while, on the other 
hand, prompt attention and judicious 

Ihc skill of healing a wound, or helping the sick." — 
Herbert's Country Parson. 

" Reece's Medical Guide " will he found an excellent 
directory to the Clergyman's wife. " Bioltersteth'B 
Medical Hints " might he likewise mentioned as t&- 
markahly safe for inexperienced persons. The conaull- 
ing of theae volumes, from time lo lime, will easily enable 
liec to give advice in slight indispositiDns, with great 
advantage to her own influence among the poor. She 
may also find some useful practicitl hijits in a little 
volume entitled " Cottage Comforts." 
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counsel have often proved most ser- 
viceable subsidiaries to the prescrip- 
tions of the parish doctor. In all cases, 
we must enforce the paramount im- 
portance of cleanliness and fresh air 
in the sick-chamber ; and, in fevers, or 
other contagious diseases, advise that 
the children be kept away from the 
patient as much as possible. If the 
cottage is too small to afford another 
sleeping apartment, beds might be 
contrived for the Uttle ones upon the 
ground-floor, and thus contact with 
the invalid be prevented.* 

• The poor are never overstocked with linen, and, as 
frequent change is especially necessary in seasons of 
illness, the poor's room of the parsonage should, if 
possihle, he fiimished with a supply to lend on any 
emergency. The loan of sheets and necessary linen 
will be peculiarly acceptable to the poor at such seasons. 
No definite time can be fixed for their return. It 
should be understood that as soon as the patient is able 
to sit up, the bundles must be brought back in good 
order, nicely washed and repaired. If sent to an 
infectious house, they should, upon their return, be 
washed again, and exposed to the sun and air. Too 
much precaution cannot be used in fevers, &c. It 
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The wife of the Christian Minister is,» 
indeed, well aware that the spiritual 
care of the parish, more particularly 
perhaps in times of sickness, devolves 
upon her husband; nor would she stir 
a step beyond the bounds of her own 
department of duty ; yet will she 
desire to intermingle such spiritual in- 
struction mth her inquiries respecting 
bodily health, as may make the present 
moment a sanctified season both to 
the patient and the afflicted family. 

Let her first great aim be, by ten- 
derness and sympathy, to gain the 
affections of the sick, and thus to con- 

migbt operate aa a check Co the fnmily to whom the 
linen is lenl, as well as he an advantage to the invalid, 
if one of the fumily came regularly to the paisonage 
about once aweck to report the state of the patient, and 
Co receive any temporal relief. If the hnen should be 
returned in good order on the invalid's lecorery, some 
little article of clothing might be given by way of 

Ah no cottages have bells, a hand-hell ie eometimes a 
comfort to an invalid, which might be aent and returned 
with the linen. A bed-rest and slipper-bath might also 
be kept at thepacsoiiage, ready to lend, if required. 
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ciliate their regard, or at least their 
attention, to her most important ob-^ 
ject — the concerns of their immortal 
souls. Promises of temporal relief, 
which might operate as a temptation 
to hypocrisy, had better be avoided; 
nor should any distinction be made in 
cases of sickness and aifliction, where 
the moral character is good. 

It is scarcely necessary to advert to 
times of women's confinement as afford- 
ing to the Minister's wife special oppor- 
tunities of instruction. The imminent 
peril of the season naturally leads us to 
bring before them the nearness of eter- 
nity — searching inquiries, relative to 
their spiritual state — the infinite mo- 
ment of preparation for the great 
change, and the free and open way of 
immediate acceptance with God. The 
prospect of the suffering at the crisis 
would suggest the blessed privilege of 
having ' God as a present help in trou- 
ble.' The importance and responsibility 

E 3 
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attached to the new and endearing tieg 
about to be fonned, might also supply 
interesting subjects for conversation and 
instruction. Wieii the eventful season 
is past, delightful will it be to endeavour 
to hft up the mother's heart in gratitude 
to that God whose power and goodness 
have been so eminently displayed in 
her deliverance. Nor should we forget 
to remind her of her temporal mercies 
in this hour of trial : the kind and skilfiil 
medical attendance : a bed to lie upon ; 
articles of clothing for herself and her 
infant, and friends to assist and nurse 
her ; whilst othei-s may have been left, 
under the same circumstances, totally 
destitute. It is grace, free unmerited 
grace alone, that has made her to differ 
even in these temporal comforts ; and, 
therefore, to God let all the praise and 
glor\' be given. The language of her 
heiirt should be, " Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and forget not all his 
btfiielits ; who retleemeth thy life from 
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L destruction, who crowneth thee with 
I loving kindness and tender mercies."* 



■ The Clergyman's wife should keep aevernl seU of 
childbed iuien for the use of the poor women in the 
parish during the month of their confinement. Any 
poor woman wishing for the loan of a hundle should, 
tm previoUB application to her, receive a ticket con- 
taining a memorandum to that effect, which she should 
•end in exchange for the hundle at the time of her con- 
finement. Each bundle should contain a cord with a list 
of the articles lent, a paper of groats, a hand-betl, half a 
pound of soap, and a bottle of castor oil ; the proper doaea 
forboth mother Bndinfantmight he marked on the latter. 
A yard and a hnlf uf flannel eent with the bundle would 
n acceptable present, together willi a tract entitled 
I a. Mother on the Birth of her Cliild," No. 195 of 
the Religious Tract Society, and sold at 1j. id. per 
hundred. The bundle should be returned punctually 
intl> from the time of ita being lent out, and 
every article should be washed dean, and mended if 
],■ necessary. It willj however, be a good plan to place 
the childbed sets and sheets, on their return, within 
B moderately warm oven, and allow them to remain 
there one night. Every poor woman who retucna her 
bundle in good order at the exact time, might receive 
B little night-cap, or Trock, or some other article of 
clothing, in token of approbation for her honesty and 
cleanBnefis. 
^^ In towns or large villages, ladies would prohubly be 

^L Ibund who would willingly co-operate with the Clergy- 
^H man's wife in this labour of love. 
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Instruction upon the sacred ordinance 
of baptism, its privileges and respon- 
sibilities, the obligation of selecting 
suitable sponsors, and the necessity 
of prayer and faith in dedicating the 
new-born infant to the service of its 
God and Saviour, will form important 
and interesting topics for the Mini- 
ster's wife to dwell upon. If, indeed, 
they do not seem to fall immediately 
within her province, a few practical 
hints, in the course of her visits, will 
be highly valuable, as preparatory to 
her husband's more full and definite 
instructions. She may remind the mo- 
ther of the great honour of being in- 
trusted with an immortal being to train 
and rear for the kingdom of heaven, 
and encourage her to a zealous per- 
formance of this duty by a recollection 
of the covenant mercies of God in 
Christ Jesus. She will set before her 
the fearful guilt of neglecting so re- 
sponsible a trust, and excite her, if 
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possible, to a diligent fulfilment of the 
task, by a repetition of the precious pro- 
mises which the Gospel unfolds to every 
true believer.* 

In addition to those suffering under 
sickness, the aged and infirm, who, 
from advanced years or bodily weak- 
ness, are unable to attend church, will 
be objects of attention to the Clergy- 
man's wife. Many cases of pitiable ig- 
norance among this class will call forth 
her interest, exertions, and prayers. 
With her Bible in her hand, she will sit 
by the tottering father of the village, 
and, by patient compassionate instruc- 
tion, seek to open his mind to a sense of 
his lost estate. By a few plain and sim- 
ple passages of Scripture, explained and 

• A little work entitled " Four Dialogues on Baptism, 
by a Country Clergyman/* (published by Hatchard and 
Son, 38, 6d. per dozen,) might be lent by the Clergy- 
^ man's wife a fortnight or so previous to the time of the 
poor woman's coming to church. A perusal of this 
tract, with her simple explanations, would prepare the 
way for the Minister's instructions relative to the public 
ordinance. 
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brought home to his conscience, she 
will, from time to time, endeavour to 
bring him, though at the eleventh hour, 
to some knowledge of the truth as it 
is in Jesus; with a secret prayer that 
God may be pleased to melt his heart 
under the influence of Divine grace, 
and make him, from " a stranger and 
foreigner, a fellow-citizen with the 
saints, and of the household of God." 
There is another class to whom the 
Minister's wife will feel herself bound 
by a pecuHar tie, in the hour of sick- 
ness. These are her Sunday-school 
scholars, or those young persons who 
have shared her religious instructions. 
Not unfrequently does it please God that 
the sudden hand of fell disease should 
arrest the blooming and the young ; not 
unfrequently are those very individuals 
in whom our fondest hopes were placed, 
and whom we had regarded as buds of 
greatest promise, snatched away in the 
vigour of youthful loveliness, as though 
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to remind survivors that '' all flesh is 
grass^ and all the glory of man as the 
flower of grass." When such circum- 
stances occur in the parish, the Clergy- 
man's wife will earnestly seek to make 
them seasons of profitable instruction 
to all parties. She will, in the first 
place, regard it as a paramount duty to 
pay frequent visits to the sick child, in 
the character of an afiectionate instruc- 
tor and sympathizing friend, anxious 
both to administer relief to her suf- 
ferings, and to prepare her mind, under 
the Divine blessing, for the approaching 
conflict. She will speak to her of the 
love of that Saviour, who, when on 
earth, said, " Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not ;" 
and who now sits at the right hand of 
God, interceding for those who long to 
be numbered among the lambs of his 
flock. She will speak to her of the 
sinfulness of her heart, and of her deep 
need of a Saviour's blood to wash awf 
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all its stains. She will read to her, 
encourage, warn, direct, console her, 
as circumstances may require ; nor will 
she forget to remind her of the lessons 
and admonitions she has formerly re- 
ceived. Even the hymns that she had 
so often learnt in times of health may 
be suggested, to bring to her remem- 
brance, should she be in, a Christian 
frame, those everlasting songs of praise 
which are sung by the redeemed of the 
Lord in his heavenly temple. Thither 
nmst her heart and thoughts be con- 
stantly directed, having "Christ in her 
the hope of glory." Her removal in 
the morning of life, should it be God's 
will to take her hence, will afl'ord an 
important occasion for reminding her 
young survivors of the uncertainty of 
life ; of the necessity of preparation for 
death ; and of the unspeakable happi- 
ness of having God for their friend- 
the Lord Jehovah for their strength 
and salvation. 
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Finally, let the Clergyman's wife 
allow nothing connected with the 
spiritual or temporal interests of her 
poor neighbours to be neglected. In 
healthy let her strive to administer to 
their comforts, and to direct their at- 
tention to subjects connected with their 
everlasting happiness. In sickness^ let 
her endeavour, by tenderness and sym- 
pathy, to mitigate their sufferings, and 
to shew forth religion in all its love- 
liness, as the only source of consolation 
on a dying-bed. In short, let her aim 
at all times, and in all circumstances, to 
follow the example of her blessed Lord, 
of whom it is said, that ' He went about 
doing good.' 




i. 14. — " It is not the will of your Father which 
is in hesven, that one of these little ones sbcmld perish." 

If there be one department of use- 
fulness, which devolves more peculiarly 
than another upon the Clergyman's 
wife, it is the rehgious instruction of 
the young, more especially the females, 
among her husband's flock. 

Youth is a grand crisis in life ; early 
impressions are the moat vivid and du- 
rable ; conscience is not as yet inured 
to the resistance of conviction : and, 
therefore, upon the right improvement 
of this momentous era greatly depends, 
under the Divine blessing, the temporal 
and eternal happiness of the rising 
generation. 
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The natural dictate of the benevo- 
lent heart, uninfluenced by religious 
motives, would dispose it to succour 
and instruct the ignorant and helpless. 
The natural feelings of sympathy and 
compassion would lead us to employ 
many a vigorous effort in promoting 
the well-being of those whom Provi- 
dence had placed under our care. But 
how infinitely is the motive heightened^ 
and the importance of the duty en- 
hanced, when it springs from Christian 
principle ! When the follower of Jesus 
appeals to her Bible, she finds the 
sacred volume itself both establishing 
the necessity, and supplying the mo- 
tives, for active benevolence in the 
service of her Lord. The gracious 
displays of Divine love there presented 
to her view, form at once an encou- 
ragement and a stimulus to exertion. 
She cannot believe that her Saviour 
himself delights to see the lambs of 
his flock gathered into his fold, without 
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using her utmost endeavours, in de- 
pendence on his grace, that not " one 
of these httle ones should perish." She 
cannot reflect upon the tenderness and 
compassion with which her gracious 
Redeemer when on earth folded the 
infants in his arms and blessed them, 
without feeling a strong desire to be 
made the honoured instrument of lead- 
ing many a young heart to a know- 
ledge of Him, in all his varied attributes 
of mercy, love and goodness, " whom 
to know is life eternal." 

Supposing these motives to have 
their due influence in the bosom of 
the Christian Minister's wife, her at- 
tention will in the first place, probably, 
be directed to the superintendence and 
management of the Sunday-school, as 
the most important medium of instruc- 
tion. The care of the boys will devolve 
upon her husband, or the teachers ap- 
pointed by him, whilst that of the girls 
rests with her. 
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" In the constitution of the school/ 
remarks Mr. Bridges, '' the course of 
instruction must be adapted to the 
taste and capacities of the children — 
varying from the first rudiments to the 
highest parts of the system ; but ever 
keeping the main object in view — ^the 
intelligent and saving knowledge of the 
Scriptures. No satisfactory advance 
can be made towards this object by 
the mere repetition even of Scriptural 
lessons, however well -selected and 
arranged. For if the memories of 
children be stored with doctrines and 
precepts, while the intelligent powers 
remain wholly dormant, no interest 
can be excited — no permanent im- 
pression made/** 

When the children are assembled 
together on the Sunday morning, either 
in the rectory kitchen, the school- 
room, or any other suitable place, the 

• See the " Rev. C. Bridges's Christian Ministry," 
Part v., chap. 4, to which work the writer is indebted 
for most of the " Hints " contained in this chapter. 
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Collects or Epistles of the day might I 
in the first place be repeated and ex- 
plained. One or more chapters c^l 
the Bible should then be read, verse 
by verse in rotation, full explanations 
given, and the children questioned both 
with and without their Bibles upon the 
chapters they have just been reading, 
until the truths they contain are fully" 
imprinted on their memories. Nor ig 
this all. The reading-lessons should 
be selected from the simplest parts of 
Scripture (particularly if the children 
be young), from the historical parts of 
the Old Testament, or the narrative 
parts of the Gospels ; and a clear and 
interesting view of Cliristian doctrine 
should be from time to time drawn, 
from them, and impressed as far as 
possible, under Divine grace, on the 
minds and consciences of the children. 
The chapters, with their applications 
and inferences, should have been pn 
viously selected and prepared, as the 
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interest and success of this mode of 
teaching greatly depend upon the con- 
tinuity of the course being preserved 
by the reading and explanatory in- 
structions of successive Sundays. 

About one hour might be occupied 
in this manner. The children might 
then be questioned upon the last Sun- 
day's sermons, &c. The following plan 
might be found useful for an elder 
class, previous to the conclusion of the 
school. After the usual reading of the 
Scriptures, with the statement of the 
leading doctrines and duties contained 
in the portion of the Gospel, or deduced 
from it, let the children (as many as 
are of a sufficient age) be desired to 
bring Scripture answers and parallel 
texts, in illustration of those doctrines 
and duties, on the following Sunday. 
For instance: let us begin with in- 
quiring. What is the natural state of 
the human heart? The children will 
search their Bibles on their retimi 



home, and reply, in answer to the 
question again repeated at their nest 
meeting, " The heart is deceitfiil above 
all things," &c., Jer. xvii. 9. " Every 
imagination of the thoughts of man's 
heart," &c.. Gen. vi. 5. " Out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts," &c.. Matt. 
XV. 19; or other texts of a similar 
nature. 

Then explain to them that Adam's 
fall was the cause of this universal de- 
pravity. This they will prove, on the 
following Sunday, by adducing Rom. 
V. 12; 1 Cor. xv. 22, &c. We should 
then tell them that a remedy for 
our sins has been proWded in Christ 
Jesus. They will repeat, on the en- 
suing Simday, John hi. 16 ; Rom. 
iii. 23, 26, &c. We might next shew 
them that Jesus Christ is the only way 
of salvation. They will refer the fol- 
lowing week, in proof of this, to John 
xiv. 6; Acts iv. 12, S:c. Inquire of 
them what He has done to accomphsh 
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our salvation. They will refer, on the 
next Sunday, to Phil. ii. 7, 8 ; 1 Cor. 
XV. 4 ; Heb. ix. 24, &c. Desire them 
to enumerate the positive blessings 
bestowed upon believers through his 
mediation. They will mention Scrip- 
tural proofs to shew that we obtain 
eternal life, Rom. vi. 23; forgiveness of 
sins. Acts xiii. 38 ; Col. i. 14. Adop- 
tion of sons, Ephes. i. 5 ; and the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost, Titus iii. 
5, 6. 

Then desire them to bring Scriptural 
proofs of the regenerating influence of 
the Holy Spirit ; of faith, as the means 
of obtaining an interest in the blessings 
of the Gospel ; of the manner in which 
faith is produced in the heart ; of the 
eternal happiness that awaits all true 
believers, &c. 

• This course of instruction will occupy 
ten or twelve Sundays, and it may 
be gone through a second and a third 
time with profit, the children being 

F 
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desired to find parallel texts and 
verses, in reply to subsidiary questions 
from the teacher. This mode of oral 
instruction improves by practice ; and, 
although it may appear slow, has 
many advantages attending it. Chil- 
dren thus accustomed to " search th* 
Scriptures," shortly acquire a surprising 
facility in turning to appropriate text» 
on any given subject; the habit of 
attention is iixed, and an acquaintance 
with the beauty and harmony of the 
sacred volume promoted, by the coftr 
nexion between the lessons of succef 
sive Sundays. 

A course of questions might be 
similarly formed upon the principal 
histories of the Bible, or the life, mi- 
racles, and parables of Christ.* Tl 
duties of the moral law might also 

• Those who are unaccustomed to thb plar 
teaching will find a valuable assistant in " JudsoaiL 
Scripture Questions on the Life and Parables of ChriB^''] 
in two small volumes, published by the Religious Trti 
Society. 
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profitably impressed upon the minds 
of children, by causing them to commit 
to memory select passages from Scrip- 
ture relative to the several parts of this 
wide but important subject. Dr. Chal- 
mers's little work, entitled '^ Scripture 
References/' will be found useful for 
this purpose ; and by carrying on the 
order of the references from week to 
week, a regular series of Scriptural ex- 
amination will be pursued, the subjects 
of which will be urged by an intelli- 
gent teacher on the attention and con- 
sciences of the children.* 

The school might conclude with the 
repetition of the Church Catechism, 
accompanied with questions and ex- 



* The writer may, perhaps, be thought to dwell too 
mmutely on some points relative to the routine of the 
school, &c. Let it^ however, be recollected, that these 
'* Hints " are designed for those who are just entering, 
or who have recently entered, on this field of usefulness, 
and for those whose local circumstances may have 
prevented their acquiring much practical experience 
in the management of a Sunday school. 

f2 



planations, the singing of a hymn,* 
and prayer. 

Throughout the whole routine of 
the Sunday school, it is of great im- 
portance, though a matter of no small 
difficulty, to impress upon the minds 
of the children the grand object of our 
instruction. It is the want of this per- 
ception which produces that painfiil 
exhibition of listlessness and indiffe- 
rence, even when we are bringing be- 
fore them subjects the most solemn 
and endearing. Let us endeavour to 
shew them that our primary object is 
not the mechanical purpose of teaching 
them to read, — not merely to induce 
a habit of outward decency and re- 
formation ; but to make them sensible 
of their lost condition as ' children of 
wrath,' — their need of a Saviour to 



" Many hj-mna in the " Cottage Hymn Book" will b« 
found appropriate ; " Watts'a Hymns for Children," and 
the " Sunday School Union Hymn Book," are alao must 
suitable for the purpose. 
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cleanse them from their sins, and of 
the Holy Spirit to renew their nature, 
instruct their hearts, and fit them for 
heaven. Let us endeavour to set be- 
fore them, in the form best adapted 
to their capacities, the love of the 
Saviour, and the fulness of his salva- 
tion. From these principles alone shall 
we be able effectually to inculcate the 
fear and love of God, obedience to 
parents, steadiness of deportment, and 
all those relative duties to God and 
man, in which it is our Father's will 
that they should walk, and in which 
they will find solid and lasting happi- 
ness. It is obviously important that 
these subjects should be introduced 
to them in the most attractive light. 
Care must be taken not to weary their 
minds by a monotonous seriousness. 
By giving our instructions in a lively 
tone, with simple statements, close ap- 
plication, and an affectionate mode o^ 
address, we may best hope to gain ai 
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fix their attention, and under the Di- 
vine blessing to win their souls to 
Christ. 

The various demands upon the time 
and strength of the Minister's wife 
(especially if she be surrounded by a 
young family) do not always allow of 
her personal superintendence in the 
Sunday school. This indeed is the 
case in the large majority of in- 
stances. The school will probably re- 
quire the division and subdivision of 
classes, which must be supplied with 
teachers, selected and trained by her- 
self, and taught to act solely under 
her direction. 

The selection and instruction of the 
teachers is a point of no small import- 
ance. In many parishes it may be 
found necessary to choose them, or 
some of them at least, irom the elder 
class, or from young persons who have 
left the school ; in others, however, 
pious young females, rather above the 
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level of ordinary Sunday-school chil- 
dren, (the daughters of farmers or 
respectable trades-people), might, if so- 
licited, gladly render their services in 
this labour of love, and would natu- 
rally command more authority and re- 
spect than those who were formerly 
scholars themselves. 

The Minister's wife should make a 
point of assembling these young people 
together at stated periods, to examine 
into their respective attainments, to 
catechise them in various parts of the 
Scriptures, to encourage them in their 
work, and to remind them of their con- 
stant need of Divine grace to enable 
them to overcome the difficulties of 
the employ, and to enjoy its privileges. 

It will be important also to furnish 
them with suitable books for their own 
improvement, and in every way, as far 
as in us lies, to call out their best 
energies in this most responsible under- 
taking, ever encouraging them with 
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the assurance that their work of faith 
and labour of love shall not be ' in 
vain in the Lord.'* In our meetings 
with the young teachers, nothing of a 
compulsory nature should be attempted. 
They might be led to find parallel 
proofs or illustrations of various poi^ 
tions of Scripture, in the manner that 
has been recommended above for the 
younger children, or to seek for some 
of the most striking prophecies in the 
Old Testament, and compare them with 
their fulfilment in the New. This will 
be found a useful method of pro- 
moting their acquaintance with the 
truths of Scripture, of impressing upon 
their minds its important doctrines, and 
of facilitating the instructions they are 
themselves called to give upon the 
Sunday. 

• The following works will furnish valuable infor- 
mation to the Sunday-school teacher : — " The Bible 
Teacher's Manual," — (Holdaworth and Ball); "A Help 
to the Study of the GospelB,"— (Niabet); "Bicker- 
steth'B Scripture Help," (Seeley,) &c. 
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But little, perhaps, can be said on 
the subject of Weekly Schook, because 
the systems adopted in different pa- 
rishes must depend so much upon local 
circumstances. The national system 
of instruction is now so well known, 
and so generally acted upon, that it is 
scarcely necessary to particularize it. 
The care of the girls' weekly school 
will naturally devolve upon the Cler- 
gyman's wife, and she should make it 
her endeavour either in re-modelling 
a long-established school, or in insti- 
tuting a new one, to form such a plan 
as will be best calculated to suit the 
children of the parish. With this view, 
let her endeavour to acquaint herself 
ynth their ages, their capacities, their 
previous attainments, and their re- 
spective dispositions ; to fix such hours 
for attendance as are most fr 

f3 
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interruption; and to procure a mistress 
upon whose piety, firmness, judgment, 
regularity, and probity, she can fully 
rely, and who will seek to gain the 
obedience of the children under her 
care by affection and kindness, rather 
than by a harsher mode of treatment. 
She will propose rewards to those who 
do well, rather than to those who do 
better than others, avoiding that emu- 
lation which is awakened by com- 
petition. She will strive to distribute 
them in the most impartial manner, so 
that the children may feel them to de- 
pend entirely on their own behaviour 
and exertions. Great order ought to 
be maintained in the school, though 
the occupations should be frequently 
varied to keep up attention and inte- 
rest. The children should be made 
thoroughly to understand ^vhat they 
learn or read, and be questioned upon 
it from time to time. Nothing, how- 
ever trivial it may appear, should be 
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I pass unnoticed. Above all, 
their religious instruction should be 
made the object of pre-eminent im- 
portance ; and the plan already men- 
Itioned, in reference to the Sunday 
school, might, with various modifica- 
tions, be rendered equally useful in 
the weekly school. Reading, writing, 
• and accounts, are, perhaps, the only 
branches of education absolutely neces- 
sary for children in the lower classes of 
life. Some attention, however, in the 
girls' school, should be paid to the use 
of the needle. Plain work, knitting, and 
the arts of mending and darning, are fre- 
quently too much neglected, although 
they are of great importance in enabling 
the children to assist their mothers, 
either in making or repairing their 
own clothes, or those belonging to the 
younger members of the family. Par- 
ticular regard should be paid to needle- 
^^work in the lace-making districts, as 
^■ri^e children are usually set tn their 
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lace-pillows as soon as they have left 
the school ; and, from their ignorance 
of the use of the needle, many diffi- 
culties and inconveniences will occur 
in future life. 



The importance of the Infant-School 
system, under Christian superintend- 
ence and direction, is now so generally 
acknowledged, that little need be said 
in reference to it. The Clergyman's 
wife should consider her infant school 
as a nursery for the Sunday and weekly 
schools; and the children should be 
removed from the one to the other as 
soon as they arrive at an age to require 
a stricter mode of discipUne, and closer 
habits of application. 

The blending of instruction, disci- 
pline and amusement, is the principal 
object of the infant school. It pro- 
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yides a safe and suitable superintend- 
ence for those little creatures, who, 
from unavoidable hindrances, would 
either run wild in the streets, or re- 
main neglected at home. It is a highly 
important means of instilling the sim- 
ple principles of reUgion into the infant 
mind. 



An Adult School is a most valuable 
addition to a parish, particularly in a 
manufactiuing, straw-platting, or lace- 
making district. It may be attended 
with more fatigue, perhaps, to the Mi- 
nister's wife (if under her own super- 
intendence) than the schools designed 
merely for children, as persons in 
middle or advanced life are not so apt 
to learn as the young. But should she, 
after the labour of many months, enjoy 
the satisfaction of seeing some aged 



widow take out her spectacles, and 
turn to her Bible, acknowledging, with 
a smile of gratitude, that it is to her un- 
wearied endeavours she is indebted for 
an acquaintance with God's Word,- 
that, by reading that blessed book, she 
has been brought, under Divine grace, 
to a deep conviction of her own sin- 
fiilness, and of her need of a Saviour,^ 
that she has there discovered Jesus to be 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and 
that her heart is now filled with peace 
and joy in believing, — surely such an ac- 
knowledgment (and there are doubtless 
many such from those who had been 
hitherto strangers Zion-wards) would 
afford an ample recompence, even to 
to her most assiduous exertions. 

The adult school should be open 
to all the females of the parish. Mo- 
thers of families, especially those who 
have been formerly scholars in the 
Sunday school, and who have probably 
no other means of keeping up the know- 
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ledge there acquired, should be invited 
to attend. The time should be fixed 
at the most convenient hour possible. 
This may vary vidth the seasons of 
the year, according to circumstances. 
During harvest time, or when the long 
days allow of protracted labour in the 
field, the school might be closed alto- 
gether, and opened again as soon as 
expedient.* 

It is firequently the case, particularly 
in a coimtry parish, that there are but 
few adults anxious or even willing to 
receive instruction. Some will plead 
the care of their families ; others are 
deterred by a sense of shame, spring- 
ing from conscious ignorance. If only 

* The writer is acquainted with one parish in which 
the school was usually opened at six o'clock in the 
evening, except during harvest time, when it was dis- 
continued, as the farmers could not spare the young 
women before eight. So earnestly desirous were they, 
however, to receive instruction, that they begged to be 
allowed to meet from five to six o'clock in the morning, 
(previous to the commencement of their field labours,) 
and this they regularly did. 



three or four individuals, however, as- 
semble, let the motive above stated 
stimulate the Minister's wife to use her 
best exertions on their behalf. If there 
are a sufficient number collected, it 
will be advisable to form them into 
classes according to the progress they 
have respectively made. The upper 
classes, consisting of those who have 
made the greatest proficiency, might 
employ the first part of their time in 
reading the Testament, and finding 
texts in reply to Scriptural questions 
arising out of their reading ; the lower 
classes might read the Psalter or spell- 
ing-book, while the first class was other- 
wise engaged.* Such a portion of time 
as is considered desirable may then be 
devoted to writing and arithmetic ; a 
hymn or psalm may be sung, and the 
school closed with prayer. 



■ The " Bristol Adult Spelling-Book " 
particularly useful for this purpose. 
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But to conclude this already ex- 
tended chapter. The task of instruc- 
tion, or even the superintendence of 
the instructors, may become irksome; 
discouragements must be anticipated, 
and where a happy result was ex- 
pected, disappointments may occasion- 
ally occur. The truly conscientious 
female will not, however, allow these 
obstacles to baffle her pious endea- 
vours, or to deter her from the quiet 
and happy paths of Christian perse- 
verance. Let her go on in simple 
dependence on the promises of God, 
and '' the joy of the Lord will be her 
strength."* She will find an ample 
reward in her work, because " the 
love of Christ constraineth her."f 
Her ability for acting will gain ground 
with her exertions, whilst the sense of 

* Neh. viii. 10. f 2 Cor. v. 14. 
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her own unworthiness will proportion- 
ably increase. The charm of novelty 
may indeed wear off ; yet her heart will 
cling with a permanent attachment to 
the engagement^ because she delights^ 
under the Divine blessing, to be the 
honoured instrument of bringing some 
of her fellow-creatures to a saving 
acquaintance with, and an interest in, 
the all-important truths of the Gospel. 



CHAP. IV- 



RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF THE YOUNG, INDEPEN- 
DENTLY OF THE SCHOOLS. 



Deut. zi 19. — "And ye shall teach them your children, 
speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up.' 



If 



The Clergyman's wife, who is truly 
anxious to fulfil the duties of her 
station, will feel interested in the 
well-being of every individual in her 
husband's parish. That she may not^ 
however, overstep the bounds of her 
own department of exertion, she mil 
pay a more exclusive attention to the 
female part of it, considering both 
their temporal wants and their reli- 
gious instruction as more immediately 
devolving upon her. It will be impor- 
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tant for her, if possible, to take cog- 
nizance, in some way or other, of all 
the young females in the parish. Many 
of them, in attending her Sunday or 
Weekly Schools, will become the re- 
cipients of her religious instructions 
but there will be others who greatly 
need her counsel and kind admoni- 
tions, whose age or employments do 
not allow of their attendance. Far- 
mers' or trades-people's servant girlSj 
young women who have left the Sun- 
day school, and who either have or 
have not any immediate thought of 
service, and young married women, 
are comprehended in this class. 

All plans for the Christian instruc- 
tion of servants must be grounded 
upon the recollection that their time 
belongs to their employers. It may 
often, therefore, be necessary to im- 
press masters and mistresses with 
a just sense of the responsible trust 
of immortal souls, and of the solemn 
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account that will be required of them.* 
In devising any scheme for the instruc- 
tion of servants, all interference with 
their necessary duties, and all occa- 
sions of evil, must be carefully avoided. 
If, however, their employers were fa- 
vourably disposed, they might doubt- 
less spare then- servants for an hour 
or two on a week-day evening, if it 
were only once a fortnight, or even 
monthly, to assemble together in the 
kitchen of the parsonage for the 
perusal of God's Holy Word, and exa- 
mination as to their respective know- 
ledge of its contents, f These seasons, 

* See Eph. vi. 9. Col. iv. 1. 

t There are many hindrances in agricultural parishes 
to servants being permitted to come out of an evening: — 
contact with the village idlers, and temptations to indo- 
lence among themselves, are plausible, and in many 
cases, well-grounded objections. In towns, these objec- 
tions would often be insurmountable. Perhaps some 
few might be collected together half an hour before the 
afternoon service on Sunday ; or casual intercourse with 
them might be obtained in calling on their mistresses, 
provided they give permission. Books might also be 
lent to them, (if they can read,) — the " Friendly Visitor," 
** Cottage Magazine," &c. 
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though primarily devoted to Scriptural 
instruction, should (in order to render 
them interesting and profitable) be 
improved for friendly counsel, adapted 
to their individual situations. The 
great principle of moral character, and 
of faithful service, must be impressed 
upon their minds— an earnest desire 
and endeavour to act according to the- 
will of God. They must be reminded 
that, if they would be truly happy, 
they must do all " as unto Christ; 
not with eye-service as men-pleasers 
but as the servants of Christ, doing 
the will of God from the heart."* The 
source of their dissatisfaction or iU 
behaviour in their respective situations, 
must be traced to a want of subordi- 
nation to the will of God, and to a* 
neglect of the Gospel of Christ. Con-f 
slant and earnest prayer, therefore, 
together with a daily perusal of the' 
Holy Scriptures, should be urged upon 

• EpJi. vi. 5, 6. 
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them as the appointed means of be- 
coming acquainted with the Divine 
will, and " adorning the doctrine of 
God their Saviour in all things."* 

. Respectable young females, from the 
age of fifteen to eighteen or nineteen, 
who have left the Sunday school, might 
be invited to join these Uttle classes 
of servant girls, f In addition to the 
occasional meetings above alluded to, 
the Clergyman's wife should endea- 
vour, by frequent and aflfectionate in- 
tercourse with them, to maintain an 
influence upon their minds. She 
might, if expedient, employ them oc- 
casionally at her own house ; or, at 
all events, interest herself about their 



• Titus ii. 10. 

t Mrs. Hoare's " Friendly Hints to Servants," Mrs. 
Taylor's " Present of a Mistress to a Young Servant," 
" History of a Servant Maid," and " The History of 
Mary Wilson," — (Nisbet, or Hamilton,) will be useful 
books to give or leud to either of these classes. Other 
works of a religious nature, such as, " Doddridge's Rise 
and Progress," " Scudder's Christian's Daily Walk," &c., 
might probably be procured from the parochial library. 
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temporal concerns at home. Many 
amongst them in the course of tune 
will probably be seeking situations at 
service. She will then take pains to 
obtain places for them in serious and 
respectable famihes, and manifest a 
kind interest in their welfare, by 
making inquiries respecting them of 
their masters and mistresses, and invito 
ing them to visit her when they return 
home to their friends. A small re- 
ward to those who remain at service 
in their first place for one year, and 
are able at its expiration to bring a 
good character frorn their mistress, has- 
been found useful in many instances, 
both as an encouragement to the indi- 
viduals themselves, and a stimulus to 
others. * 



* CircumstBtices vary so much in differeitt placM, 
that the plana here recommended will probably requin 
many madilicationii ere they caji be adopted. It will be, 
recollected that only " Hints" are given. The Wlilra ia' 
acquainted with one parish in which the young wi 
of a certain age and description, some of them former' 
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It is an object of no small impor- 
tance and anxiety to the Clergyman's 
wife, to continue her religious instruc- 
tion to young married women who 
have been in the Sunday school, &c., 
previous to their marriage. The Chris- 
tian principles that were inculcated 
at the Sunday school, must now be 
applied to their new and most respon- 
sible obligations. Let them be shewn 
the necessity and privilege of perform- 
ing all their relative duties upon the 
motives of the Gospel.* Let them be 
directed, under the influence of these 
motives, to '' walk in their house in 

Sanday-scbool scholars, and others of a station rather 
superior to the Sunday-school girls, are invited to tea at 
the rectory once every fortnight, for the purpose of 
Scriptural instruction. They are divided into Bihle 
classes, according to their respective age and abilities. 
A hymn is afterwards sung, and the Minister himself 
concludes the little meeting with prayer. If expedient, 
and the time admitted of more than reading, catechising, 
&c., the young women thus collected might be employe/l 
in working for the poor, while one of the number read 
aloud some useful book. 

• Eph. V, 22—24, 33. Col. iii. 18. 1 Pet. iii. 1—6. 

G 
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a perfect way with a perfect heart."* 
Let them be warned lest domestie 
cares and pleasures hinder their spiri- 
tual growth, f Let conversation with 
them upon " the things that belong 
to their peace" be encouraged in tfafu 
most confidential way. If practicable, 
they might be assembled at the ] 
sonage at stated periods, for Scriptural 
instruction, and useful advice as to ; 
their individual duties. 

At the solemn and interesting : 
sons of Confirmation, or in referent 
to the admission of young persons i 
the Lord's table, the assistance of tJw 
Clergyman's wife may also be of con- 
siderable importance. The more ■ 
gular and systematic examination ol 
the candidates, will of course devolve 
upon the Minister. But in cases when 
female bashfulness and timidity oft^ 
operate as a bar to confidence. 



• Pealmc 
t Moik h 



7— IB. 1 Cor. 1, 



INDEPENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 123 

maternal and affectionate instruction 
of his wife may be most serviceable. 
Her great object at these times will 
be, by private and personal intercourse, 
to gain the confidence of the young 
people, (more especially of the females,) 
as the means of impressing upon them 
the great and solemn vows which they 
are about to undertake, and of encou- 
raging them to the high and holy 
privilege of unreserved dedication. 
Female timidity needs peculiar tender- 
ness and consideration. Any public 
catechising is naturally formidable. 
Much more, therefore, may frequently 
be done by the kind encouragement 
and private instruction of the Minis- 
ter's wife, than by her husband's public 
exercises. Nor is this the only advan- 
tage attending her exertions. The 
Clerg)nnan will, through her medium, 
obtain a better acquaintance with the 
state of mind which exists among 
his female candidates, and be better 

g2 
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enabled to adapt his instructions to 
their circumstances.* In this case^, 
therefore, as in others before men* 
tioned, the Clergyman's wife, without 
obtruding herself on the duties which 
belong to the Minister of Christ, wilj 
become a fellow-helper to the Gospel;^ 
in the highest sense of the term, » 
help-meet to her husband. 

There is yet another mode of 
Christian instruction, which the writer 
has known to be useful not only to 
the catechumens themselves, but to 
their parents and friends. In her visi1 
to the different cottages, the Clergy* 
man's wife might, after the usual in- 
quiries as to the welfare of the family^ 
&c., assemble together indiscriminately, 
the children who happen to be a^ 

• " The waraen should be allowed freely to open tLdr 
griefs to the Minister's wife, who, acquainting her hus- 
band with convenient intimations thereof, should accoEion 
him, in his public miniBtry , more parlicularly and profit* 
ably to diicourae on those things which are of everlsiftr; 
ing benefit," — Mather's New England. 



1 proni* ^m 
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home^ make them stand around her 
either with or without their Bibles, and 
then question them, in the presence of 
their mothers, upon the things they 
have learned at school, the catechism, 
the historical parts of the Old and New 
Testament, &c. She may also desire 
them to select, or repeat to her, texts 
upon any given subject : — the love of 
God in sending Jesus Christ into the 
world to save sinners,* — the duty of 
believing in Jesus Christ, — the need 
of the Holy Spirit to change their 
hearts, — the happiness of seeking the 
Lord early, f and of keeping his com- 
mandments. She will naturally im- 
prove these opportunities to exhort 
them, in dependence on Divine grace, 
and from love to Christ, (for she must 
never deal with them upon other than 



^ ** He who the infant soul would move, 
Must make it feel that God is Love." 

De Ranee, 
f Prov. viiL 17. 
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Christian motives,) to shew good be- 
haviour to all, attention to their learn- 
ing, dutiful behaviour to their parents, 
and kindness and forbearance among 
their brothers and sisters. She will 
remind them that the eye of God is 
constantly upon them ; that He is 
acquainted with all their thoughts and 
actions ; and that the only way to 
obtain his favour is by his dear Son, 
Jesus Christ. She will tell them that 
the Bible not only presents many 
special promises to the young who love' 
and serve God, but that it abounds, 
also with numerous interesting exam- 
ples of youthful dedication, (as Samuel, 
Josiah, Timothy, &;c.,) all of which are 
recorded for their encouragement and' 
instruction.* 

" Mather gives the following advice, in his direction! 
for poBtoral visits, wlitch, though addressed to 
Minister himself, may, with various modificBtians, ba 
equally applicable to hia wife; — ■" If ony with whom you 
should have spoken are absent, you may frequently leave 
one or two solemn texts of the sacred Scripture, which yoa 
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In this, and many other ways, the 
wife of the Christian Minister may 
labour for the good of her husband's 
flock. Discouragements may, and will, 

may think most suitable for them ; desiring some one 
present aSectionately to remember you to them, and 
from you to recommend to them that oracle of God. 
You may then call for the children and servants, and, 
putting to them such questions of the catechism as you 
think fit, you may, from the answers, make lively appH- 
cations to them for engaging them to the fear of God. 
You may frequently obtain from them promises relating 
to secret prayer, reading of the Scriptures, and obedience 
to their parents and masters. You may also frequently 
set before them the proposals of the New Covenant, after 
you have laboured for their conviction and awakening ; 
till, with floods of tears, they expressly declare their 
consent to it, and their acceptance of it Some of the 
younger people you may order to bring their Bibles, and 
read to you from thence two or three verses, to which 
you may direct them : this will try whether or not they 
can read welL You may then encourage them to 
tiunk on such things as you remark from the passage, 
and never to forget those " faithful sapngs " of God. 
You may sometimes leave with them some serious 
question, which you may tell them they shall not 
answer to you but to themselves ; such as the follow- 
ing : — " What have I been doing ever since I came into 
the world, about the great errand upon which God has 
sent me into the world? If God should now call me out 
of the world, what would become of me throughout 
eternal ages ? " — Mather's Essays to do Good. 
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indeed, perpetually arise from the petu- 
lant dispositions incident to youth, and 
from the ignorance and waywardness 
of their parents; but, without being too 
much disheartened by these difficulties, 
let her go cheerfully forwards in the 
path of duty, recollecting that where 
good seed is sown, the effect of it will 
be to introduce a better vegetation. 
It may please God so far to bless her 
own and her husband's endeavours, as 
to give them in due time the delight of 
seeing one blade spring up here, and 
another there ; till, at length, the whole 
scene of their labours shall become, at 
least in some degree, changed irom 
barrenness to fertility ; and all around 
them shall rejoice and blossom as the 
rose. 




CHAP. V. 



COTTAOE READINGS. 



1 Cor. z. 31. — "Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 

God." 



Who can read St. Paul's salutation 
to some of his female friends, without 
feeling a stimulus to imitate their ex- 
ample, and ^' go and do likewise ? " He 
evidently singles out for especial notice 
those who were most active and zealous 
in good works : *' Phebe, a succourer 
of many ;" '' Priscilla, his helper in 
Christ Jesus ; " " Mary, who bestowed 
much labour on them ; " *' the beloved 
Persis, who laboured much in the 
Lord.*** The peculiar departments in 
which they were called to labour are 

* Rom. xvi. 2, 3, 6, 12. (Compare Phil. iv. 3;) 

g3 
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not specified; but all had, doubtless, 
one end in view, the dissemination of 
the knowledge of Christ in their re- 
spective spheres. Let the Christian 
Minister's wife seek to resemble these 
early converts. Let her gladly embrace 
every opportunity of encouraging and 
strengthening her husband's flock in 
the service of God; and rejoice to 
evince her own love to the Saviour, 
by the zeal and earnestness with which 
she devotes herself as a willing labourer 
in his vineyard. 

Among the various modes by which 
she may materially assist her husband, 
and benefit his people. Cottage Readings 
deserve to he prominently mentioned. 
In many instances, these simple assem- 
bhes of the poor have been made emi- 
nentlyuseful. Those whose feelingswere 
cold and lifeless, have been softened 
and melted by the truths thus plainly 
brought home to their consciences. 
Those whose religion had never pene- 
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irated into the heart, but who were 
resting in outward forms and mere 
external profession, have been brought 
to a knowledge of the '' truth as it is 
in Jesus/' by the affectionate earnest- 
ness of the Minister's wife. 

The following instance will illustrate 
the feet : — A lady furnished a poor 
family in her neighbourhood with a 
Bible. It was the first they ever pos- 
sessed; and it was hoped that great 
good would result from it. Accord- 
ingly, in the course of a week or two, 
she called to see what had become of 
the newly piurchased volume. As she 
entered the room, she found a young 
person reading it ; and, after a few 
observations on the excellency of the 
Scriptures, she took the Bible in her 
own hand, and read the Psalm which 
begins with " Blessed is the man whose 
transgression is forgiven, and whose sin 
is covered ; unto whom the Lord im- 
puteth not iniquity, and in whose spirit 
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there is no guile." A thin boarded 
partition separated this family from 
several others ; some of whom, hearing 
an unusual conversation, came in. Ano- 
ther and another followed, until seven- 
teen persons were sitting or standing 
around her, hstening to the words of 
eternal life. A delightful opportunity 
was thus afforded her ; and it was not 
permitted to pass unimproved. She 
explained to them the nature of Divine 
forgiveness, and the only way in which 
it can be obtained ; shewed them how 
desirable it is to possess this blessed- 
ness; and then pressed home to their 
consciences the important questions, — 
" Do you possess this blessedness ? Do 
you see your need of it ? Do you 
earnestly desire it ? " At these solemn 
appeals one woman began to weep, and 
walked away. " Stop a few minutes," 

said Mrs. , " stop. Remember 

that our Lord Jesus Christ shed tears 
over the sins of others ; and it is no 
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disgrace for you to weep over your 
own sins. Come back, and hear more 
about it." The woman returned, and 
the subject was continued, until the 
place hterally became a Bochim — a 
'' place of weepers," Every one was in 
tears ; and when she rose to go away, 
they asked her, with much solicitude, 
" When will you come to see us, and 
to read to us again?" She afterwards 
repeatedly visited this family, as well as 
that inhabiting the adjoining dweUing ; 
and her Cottage Readings were blessed 
to the good of many individuals, two or 
three of whom thus listened, for the first 
time in their life, to the joyful sound — 
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved." 

If only one in twenty of the dis- 
ciples of Christ, were to evince an equial 
sohcitude for the salvation of sinners, 
might not the wilderness soon be turned 
into a fruitful field ? 
.. Another delightfiil instance of the 
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efficacy of female reading is mentioned 
in the annals of the Ban de la Roche. 
That interesting but secluded spot 
became in a manner the cradle of 
Ladies' Bible Associations (soon after 
the establishment of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in England), 
in consequence of a letter addressed by 
the venerable pastor Oberlin, to the 
committee of the Parent Society, rela- 
tive to the labours of three disinterested 
females, Sophia Bernard, Maria Scbe- 
pler, and Catherine Scheidecker. So 
much encouraged had he been by their 
diligence in reading the sacred Scrip- 
tures among the poor of his villages, 
and in using various means for the 
dissemination of its contents, that he 
was led to request the Ban de la Roche 
might become a depot of the Society. 
The request was gladly and gratefully 
acceded to ; and, through the agency 
of his female readers, the Holy Scrip- 
tures were circulated among all the 
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Protestants in his extensive parishes, 
as well as in the surrounding Roman 
Catholic villages. 

But a few further remarks may be 
necessary to illustrate the advantage 
of Cottage Readings. When the Cler- 
gyman's wife surveys the extent of her 
husband's flock, she may perhaps feel 
discouraged in the outset, by the ap- 
parent difficulty of giving individual 
instruction to all who have a claim 
upon her attention and interest. In 
reading at particular cottages, the in- 
habitants of the neighbouring dwellings 
have no share in her instructions. It 

I is far more economical and effectual, 
therefore, to assemble a few together 
for the important purpose of hearing 
the Word of God. This plan will 
especially include the aged and infirm, 
who are not able to walk to the house 
of God ; or whose near approach to 
eternity calls for peculiar consideration. 
Young mothers also, who are often 
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prevented from a regular attendance 
upon public worship, should be par- 
ticularly invited to attend this meana 
of Christian instruction, more easy of 
access, and brought almost to their 
own doors. Nor need they be de- 
terred from the fear of their children 
(if brought with them) proving an in- 
terruption. They may often be hushed 
to sleep; or, if they contmue perse- 
veringly restless, sitting near the door, 
an easy opportunity will be found to 
retire. If the noisy habits of their 
children should not allow them to be 
brought, they might be left at home 
under the care of an elder child or 
some kind neighbour, rather than the 
mother should be debarred from so 
valuable an opportunity of instruc- 
tion. 

That no individual may be prevented, 
attending these httle meetings from 
want of due notice, let the Clergyman's 
wife, when she is visiting her poor 
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neighbours, invite the females of the dif- 
ferent families to meet her at whatever 
cottage she may select, on a given day, 
to hear the Scriptures read.* The hour 
of assembling should be fixed with all 
possible consideration of convenience 
to the poor ; and, whatever self-denial 
it may cost the Clergyman's wife to 
leave her home, and break in on the 
quiet duties of domestic retirement, 
still she should regard the engage- 
ment as one of regular occurrence 
and of primary obligation. 

The plan adopted at these readings 
should be very simple. When the httle 
assembly are collected, a few moments 
might be spent in prayer for the Di- 
vine blessing on the service in which 
they are about to engage. A suitable 

* In manufacturing districts (where there 10 no 
evening service) the Sunday evening may be found 
preferable to any other time, provided local or adven- 
titious circumstances render it practicable. In the 
great majority of cases, however, women may be col- 
lected together on a week-day. 
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portion of Scripture might then be 
read, with occasional explanations and 
remarks. Sometimes a sermon upon 
any text that may have occurred in the 
reading, might follow the perusal of 
the Holy Scriptures ; and the whole 
might be concluded with prayer. 
Burder's Village Sermons Lavington's 
Sermons, Cooper's Sermons, Davy's 
Cottage Sermons, and Beddome's Dis- 
courses, (altered rnd varied by the 
reader according to circumstances,) 
are, perhaps, among the most suitable 
for Cottage Readings. Much of the 
interest and efficacy of these simple 
meetings will depend, under God, oa 
the manner in which they are con- 
ducted. It should be familiar, affec- 
tionate, and instructive. A glance 
should be taken at the little audience ; 
and such simple truths as are pecu- 
liarly adapted to strike the conscience 
of any individual present, which may 
be known, or partially so, from previous 
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acquaintance, should be particularly 
dwelt upon. 

Some little difficulties, such as natural 
timidity, the fear of not making herself 
understood, &c,, may for a time deter 
the Minister's wife from entering on 
this labour of love. But let the con- 
Eciousness of weakness encourage a 
more simple dependence on Divine 
grace; and, in this spirit of humble 
faith, she will find that the talent of 
explaining Bible truths to the poor, like 
every other talent, becomes brighter by 
exercise, and that habit will render 
easy what at first appeared to be im- 
practicable. And what, if but one 
ignorant sinner be awakened, — if but 
one heart be melted at the foot of 
the cross, — if but one soul be re- 
freshed and cheered in its progress 
towards heaven by these Cottage Read- 
ings, — will it not prove an abundant 
recompence for all the labour or time 
devoted to the work ? What cause for 
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Tejoicingwill it be, to'have been counted 
worthy to bear even this humble part 
in spreading the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord ! * 

* " Care must be taken that attendance upon these 
meetings does not compensate for the self-indulgent 
neglect of the house of God." — Bridges's Christian 
Ministry. The writer trusts that this will be particu- 
larly borne in mind, and that, in inviting the poor to 
attend her Cottage Readings, the Clergyman's wife will 
never knowingly countenance the presence of any per- 
son who has voluntarily absented herself from churchy 
under pretence of attending these meetings. 



CHAP. VI. 

PAROCHIAL LIBRARY, TRACTS, &C, 
EccLEs. XI. 1. — " Cast thy bread upon the waters." 

In a large majority of instances, the 
immediate care and management of 
the parochial Library devolves upon 
the parish school-master or mistress, 
or some other individual in the same 
rank of life, acting of course under 
the direction and occasional inspection 
of the Minister himself; but as local 
circumstances and numerous engage- 
ments may sometimes induce him to 
delegate this general superintendence 
and occasional inspection to his wife, 
a few hints will be given. 

The following remarks, prefixed to 
the catalogue of the Yoxall parochial 
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Library, will fiimish an appropriat( 
introduction to this chapter. Afta 
speaking of the moral benefits arisinj 
from parish hbraries, the writer of the 
article continues :■ — " Nor are the re 
ligious advantages arising from thei 
less clear. The Bible, indeed, is ThiS 
Book which of itself constitutes tha 
poor man's library ; and, thanks ba 
to God ! there is no man, however 
poor, who in these times may not be 
in possession of a Bible. But while 
the Scriptures are the only foundatiott 
for religious knowledge and practice, 
and ' are able to make men wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus,' there are yet many 
other books, which, through the Divine 
blessing, may be made profitable to 
them ; which may assist them in un- 
derstanding and applying the Scrip-, 
tures, may aid their devotion, and 
promote in them spirituality of mind. 
The facility, therefore, which th* 
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parochial Library affords of procuring 
such books, is a privilege, of which 
those persons who have not other 
means of obtaining them, may bene- 
ficially avail themselves. The Sunday 
is, or may be, for the most part, a 
season of leisure ; nor can those hours 
of the sacred day, which are not im- 
mediately devoted to the worship of 
God, be in general more profitably or 
consistently employed than in religious 
reading and study. And it is owing 
perhaps in part to the want of some 
little variety of books, which by diver- 
sifying the mode of information, might 
the more readily engage and interest 
the mind, that so many persons who 
are capable of reading, yet find the 
Simday hang heavy on their hands, 
and waste so much of its precious time 
in listless and unprofitable idleness, 

'^ But it is in seasons of sickness and 
affliction, that the value of the paro- 
chial Library is principally to be seen. 
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At these seasons, persons are not un- 
frequently confined for days, perhaps 
for weeks, or even months, to the sick- 
chamber, or the fire-side, under cir- 
cumstances the most favourable for 
the admission and improvement of 
religious impressions. At such times, 
then, the opportunity of procuring a 
supply of useful and interesting books 
may be of incalculable benefit to the 
invalid : since such a supply will not 
only tend to divert the mind, and to 
relieve the weariness occasioned by a 
lingering confinement, and a necessary 
cessation from ordinary occupations 
but it may also lead, under the Divine 
blessing, to a most seasonable and 
profitable improvement of the dispen- 
sation itself. Such a dispensation is 
often blessed by God to spiritual good. 
It is an instrument which He employs 
for preparing the heart to receive the 
good seed ; and, frequently, a religious 
book, which at other times has failed 
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' its object, has tlien found its way 
to the heart, and has awakened serious 
reflections, which have led to the most 
important results. 

" Such are some of the general argu- 
ments in recommendation of parochial 
iflbraries. But these arguments press 
Hth particular force at the present pe- 
riod ; when the benefits of education 
are so much more widely diffused than 
, formerly, and consequently the means 
faf extending the advantages arising 
from these institutions are so greatly 
facilitated. The population, being now 
taught to read, will exercise their 
privilege ; and, possessing this new 
source of information and amusement, 
■wU! naturally make use of it. The 
providing them, therefore, with a 
supply of proper and useful books 
becomes, if not a point of Christian 
duty, yet at least an act of seasonable 
^ and well-directed benevolence ; while 
^b the mode of instruction pursued in the 
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numerous schools now conducted oi 
the national system of education (if 
mode which, in its legitimate tendencyj 
inculcates a taste and thirst for reli-; 
gious knowledge, a love for the Bible, 
a veneration for Sunday and th» 
church, as well as general habits (^ 
order and moral obedience) encourag«i 
strongly the hope, that a large pro 
portion of the children so instructed 
and educated, will be favourably dis* 
posed, as they grow up, to the reading 
of serious and religious books; and 
thus will thankfiilly and profitably 
avaQ themselves of the assistance af- 
forded by these institutions wherev« 
they may exist." 

The selection of proper books U 
the pm-pose, will be the first considerij 
ation on the establishment of a pare 
chial Library. " With the admission 
of a few works of general information,' 
says Mr. Bridges, " the complexion of 

• See " Bickcrsteth'a Christian Studtnt," chap. 
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the Library should be distinctly evan- 
gehcal, practical, and popular — formed 
upon the basis of the divine apho- 
rism — ^ One thing is needful.'" ♦ 

The following works come under 
this denomination, and are adapted 
not only for cottage, but also for 
farm-house reading, &c. : — 

Milner's Sermons, 3 vols. 

Border's Village Sermons. 

Lavington's Sermons, 2 vols. 

Thornton's Sermons, 3 vols. 

Cooper's Sermons, 6 vols. 

Fox's Martyrs. 

Cecil's Life of Newton. 

Memoir of Mrs. Newell. 

Orton's Life of Doddridge. 

Innes's Select Christian Biography. 

Ori^al Memorials, by Rev. J. East. 

Fletcher's Life. 

Richmond's Annals of the Poor. 

Martyn's Life. 

Sim's Christian Records. 

Gilpin's Lives of the Reformers. 

Mrs. Savage's Life. 

Edwards's Life of Brainerd. 

Doddridge's Life of Gardiner. 

* See Bridges's '' Christian Ministry." 

h2 
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Robinson's Scripture Characters, 4 Tola. 
Watts's Scripture History. 
Adam's Exposition, 2 vols. 
Scripture Stories. 
Jenks's Prayers. 
Edwards on Redemption. 
Bickersteth on Prayer. 

on the Holy Sacrament. 

'a Scripture Help. 

Flavel's Divine Conduct. 

Walker's Practical Christianity. 

Serle's Christian Remembrancer. 

Howe's Blessedness of the Righteous. 

Rambach's Meditations on the Sufferings of Christ^ 

Buck's Religious Experience. 

Morning Meditations. 

Henry's Method for Prayer. 

Beveridge's Private Thoughts. 

Romaine's Walk of Faith. 

Triumph of Faith. 

Boston's Crook in the Lot. 
Walker's Christ the Purifier. 
Doddridge's Rise and Progress. 
Pocket Prayer-Book. 
Norden's Poor Man's Rest. 
Newton's Cardiphonia. 
Flavel's Touchstone of Sincerity- 
Pocket Sermons. 
Baxter's Saints' Rest. 

Dying Thoughts. 

Call to the Unconverted. 
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Baxter's Converse .with God'. 
Alleine's Alarm. 
Howe's Delighting in God. 
Sihbes's Bruised Reed. 
Stonehouse's Sick Man's Friend. 
Colquhoun on Spiritual Comfort. 
Peer's Companion to the Aged. 
Adam's Private Thoughts, 
Ambrose's Looking unto Jesus. 
Rev. D. Wilson on the Sacrament. 

; — on Confirmation. 

Scougal's Life of God in the Soul. 

Orton's Sacramental Meditations. 

Pilgrim's Progress. 

Retrospect. 

Visits of Mercy, 2 vols. 

Cecil's Visit to the House of Mourning. 

Village Churchyard, 2 vols. 

Village Observer. 

Venn's Complete Duty of Man. 

Sherwood's Infant's Progress. 

Henry and his Bearer. 

' ■ * Hedge of Thorns. 

Margaret Whjrte. 

Lydia Gladman. 

Lucy Franklin. 

Janeway's Token. 

W^tkins's Sunday-School Tracts, 4 vols. 

Cecil's Advice to Servants. 

Rev. W. C. Wilson's Tracts. 

First Day of the Week. 
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Border's Missionary Anecdotes. 
Davy's Village CoiiTersations on the LiUiigy. 
Cheap Repository Tracts, 3 rob. 
Cottage Comforts, by Mrs. Copley. 
Buck's Anecdotes, 3 toIs, 

Mrs. Taylor's Present of a Mistress to a Yoimg 
Servant, &c. &c, &c. 

The books should be covered with 
parchment, or strong brovm or cart- 
ridge paper. The title should be writ- 
ten on one side of the cover, and the 
designation of the library to which 
the book belongs on the other, as well 
as on the title-page. The number 
should be printed at the back : by 
which means, on reference to the ca- 
talogue, any volume might be imme- 
diately found. 

The delivery and exchange of- the 
books should be made as simple as 
possible. A ledger with an alphabe- 
tical index should be kept, in which 
entries should be made every time that 
a book is either given out or returned. 
The following form may be useful. 
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The above contains a list of persona 
resident in the parish, who receive books 
from the library. The number corre- 
sponds with the number in the catalogue 
and on the book. John Atwood had 
No. 4 on the 1st of January : he kept it 
a fortnight, (no entry being made on 
the 8th,) and then returned it, vrhich 
is signified by •/ over No. 4. He had 
No. 80 on the 15th of January, and 
brought it back to be re-entered on the 
29th of the same month, not having 
finished the perusal, and a fortnight 
being the time allowed for keeping 
it. No. 22 he returned in a week, and 
to the end of March took the regular 
fortnight. WiUiam Duller read many 
of his books in a week, and kept none 
longer than the regular fortnight 
Mary Brown kept No. 60 for four 
weeks ; this is accounted for by her 
illness. John Clements read many of 
his books in a week, and kept none 
longer than a fortnight. 
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A small subscription from the poor 
towards the expenses of the library 
will in general be found advisable : as 
it will give them that sort of property 
in it which will tend to make them 
read the books with additional interest. 
■They should on no account suffer the 
Volumes, while in their possession, to 
be soiled or otherwise injured, or allow 
them to go out of their own hands. 

(The time for their return should also 
be strictly observed. Sunday distribu- 
tion is, generally speaking, objection- 
able ; though in large parishes, wliere 
the poor assemble on the Sabbath from 
distant hamlets, it may be found expe- 
dient to allow them to change their 
books, owing to the difficulty of their 
being able to do so on a week-day. 
■ The diffusion of religious tracts is 
another most important means of use- 
fulness. " The Reformers," says Mr, 
B Bickersteth, " did much in this way. 
H The Society for Promoting Christian 
B u 3 
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Knowledge early adopted this power- 
ful method of spreading religious truth, 
which has now been taken up by every 
denomination of Christians. It is of 
immense importance, that the tracts 
of the different societies should contain 
pure Scriptural truth, unmixed either 
by the leaven of the Pharisees, or of 
the Sadducees. The poor are not 
likely to be interested in any but those 
containing the all-cheering and happy 
tidings of the Gospel of Christ; and 
such tracts as abound in Scriptural 
views of the Saviour are most likely 
not only to be acceptable, but also 
useful. He is the Grand Attractiom, 
by whom alone fallen sinners can be 
brought to God.— (John xii. 32.)"* 

Numerous anecdotes might be ad- 
duced, were it necessary, to prove the 
utility of circulating religious tracts: 
many instances might be mention^ 

* See " The Christian Studenl," chap. xvi. 
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of their happy influence, under God's 
blessing, on the minds of their readers. 
The following fact proves the truth of 
this assertion. " A few years sincej, 

Mr. resided in the island of 

for the recovery of his health, where 
he pursued his usual practice of tract 
distribution. On one occasion, he 
was travelhng in the island, and was 
anxious to lind out the residence of 
a. friend. He called at a poor cottage 
to inquire his way, and found he had 
been led, by the wise providence of 
God, to pay ' a friendly visit to the 
house of mourning.' In the cottage 
there was a poor widow, who had 
recently lost her husband and her 
eldest son. They were engaged in 
business on the mighty waters, and 
one stormy night they were both 
Irowned. In the room where the 
ridow was sitting, there was a son 
t.who had recently fractured his leg, 
iid also an idiot daughter. It is 
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scarcely possible to conceive a more 
painful accumulation of affiiction. 
These trying dispensations, however, 
had not melted the widow's heart: 
she felt as a wife, — she wept as a 
mother ; but her spirit rebelled against 
the hand that had inflicted the awful 
blow. Just at this period the tract 
distributor called. He inquired his 
way, and received the necessary in- 
formation. He was then anxious to 
benefit the distressed family. He 
found them deplorably ignorant, no 
one being able to read. He contri- 
buted to their wants, and was pursuing 
his course, thinking it quite useless to 
leave a tract. He had proceeded some 
distance, when he regretted he had 
not left a messenger of mercy ; and, 
returning to the cottage, he gave them 
one called " James Covey," and re- 
quested the widow to get soms of hei* 
son's friends to read it, when they 
called to see him. It subsequently 
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appeared, that the widow went to a 
publican's daughter in the village, who 
read the little work to the family, and 
the widow's heart appeared to be im- 
pressed under the power of the truth. 
Afflictions had prepared the way for 
the entrance of divine light, and she, 
who was called to sow in tears, was 

ion to reap in joy, 

The tract distributor, some time 
after this event, again visited the same 
district, and soon found that the his- 
tory of poor Covey had made a very 
(fleep impression upon many minds. 

.s he was riding through the village 
was soon recognised, and many 

lildren ran after him, crying out with 
much earnestness, ' Are you the gen- 
tleman that gave away the Coveys ? — 
Give us some Coveys.' This request 
'tfas readily complied with, and the little 

■acts were received with much joy. 
'•' During his visit to the place, he 

'as not unmindful of the widow : he 



158 



PAROCHIAL LIBRARY, 



made inquiries about her, and, to his 
great delight, found that she diligently 
attended the means of grace. He 
ascertained that before his visit she 
was considered one of the most pro- 
fane women in the district, but now 
she hallowed the name of the Lord. 
A most evident change had taken 
place, and it was poor Covey who 
was the honoured instrument of lead- 
ing the afBicted woman to the ' Father 
of the fatherless, and the Friend of 
the widow.' No doubt, she could aft 
fectingly use the language of Covey, 
' Tell others, who are as wicked as I 
was, that a poor blaspheming sinner 
found mercy with God, through faith 
in the blood of Christ ! Tell them 
that since / have found mercy, none 
that seek it need despair.' 

" The state of a person's mind may 
frequently be ascertained by trifling 
circumstances. There appears 
have been a gratefiil recollection in 
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the widow's mind of this visit of mercy. 

Shortly before Mr. left the island, 

she felt anxious to present to him a 
small memorial of her gratitude. 
Silver and gold she had none. She 
went into her little garden, and having 
plucked her best flowers {resented 
them to her spiritual benefactor, beg-* 
ging that he would let her know of his 
safe arrival at his own residence. 

*' It is true the widow's flowers have 
long since faded, but the gentleman 
to whom they were given frequently 
recalls these little circumstances with 
pleasure, because he has every reason 
to believe that the donor continues 
* to flourish Uke the palm-tree, to 
grow like a cedar in Lebanon, and to 
bring forth fruit in old age.'"* 

One more interesting anecdote r&» 
specting the instrumentality of tract 
distribution shall be related, as an 

• See the Twenty-ninth Report of the Religious Tract 
Society. 
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encouragement to Christian females 
to engage in this work of love and 
mercy. 

" A few years since, * • • • • visited 
one of those small but interesting 
sea-port towns which abound on the 
western shores of England. This little 
town, though far remote from any of 
our populous and wealthy cities, where 
the friends of the Redeemer abound, 
and so many institutions for the pro- 
motion of the best interests of men 
flourish, was not overlooked by Him 
'who judgeth not as man judgeth ;' 
and, though on an humble scale, va- 
rious means were employed in order 
to communicate to the inhabitants that 
knowledge which alone can ' make 
wise unto salvation.' One of these 
was the institution of a Loan Tract 
Society ; and » • * ♦ * esteemed it both 
a duty and a privilege to become one 
of its visitors. The district which was 
appointed for her weekly visits pos- 
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ised a peculiarly romantic character, 
it consisted of lofty cliffs overhanging 
a, bay, and commanding as far as the 
eye could reach an expanse of waters, 
sometimes reflecting the varied hues of 
the firmament above them, at others 
realizing the sublime description of the 
Psalmist in the 104th Psalm, and 
lually covered with a number of 
ifessels, especially fishing-boats, which 
constituted almost the sole property 
and the only means of subsistence to 
their owners. 

" The reception given to the little 
publications was generally encouraging. 
By some, indeed, they were received 
with the indiiference so natural to the 
unrenewed mind ; but by others with 
interest and pleasure, and by a few 
vrith gratitude. Among this latter 
number was a female, whose appear- 
ance, on their first interview, greatly 
interested *•«#•. jjer habita- 
tion indicated poverty ; but it was 
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clean and neat ; whilst her manner 
and conversation rendered it manifest 
that she had seen better days. This 
interest was much increased by tha 
following occurrence. She had re- 
ceived, one week, the tract, (No. 21, of 
the Rehgious Tract Society,) * To thb 
Afflicted ;' and, on * * * * *'s calling 
to exchange it, requested that she might 
be allowed to retain it a few days longer, 
to finish copying it. ' Have you been 
much pleased with it, tliat you make 
this request?' ***** inquired: 
' I have, indeed/ she rephed : ' it has 
taught me what I never knew before—* 
why I have been afflicted; and this 
hymn at the close speaks the feelingi 
of my heart better than I can myself 
express them.' * • * « » promised to 
give her a similar one ; and, on taking 
it, asked her whether the indisposition 
under which she evidently laboured 
constituted the afflictive dispensation 
for which shehad been previously unable 
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to account. She shook her head, and 
repUed, ' Oh, no : this is the least of 
ray troubles; though this in my present 
circumatances presses heavily upon me. 
But if you will sit down, I will tell you 
my history.' • * ♦ * « accepted the 
invitation, and, seating herself by her 
side, listened with much interest to her 
statement. She told her the particulars 
of her early days — the death of her 
father, the adverse circumstances in 
which her husband was placed, his 
conviction of the crime of smuggling, 
and her own personal affiiction. The 
poor woman wept bitterly after men- 
tioning her husband's imprisonment; 
and was for some time unable to pro- 
ceed. ' Is he still in prison?' * » * * • 
asked. ' Yes : only six months of his 
time have elapsed.' 'You hear from 
him?' ' Yes, frequently. He is a kind 
husband, and I know he feels more 
for me than for himself. I might be 
permitted to see him, but the distance 
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is great, and I have no means of bear- 
ing the expense. Several gentlemen 
have kindly interested themselves for us, 
but in vain. Smuggling has increased so 
much lately, that the magistrates re- 
solved to make an example of the next 
person that was taken. I thought it 
hard,' she said, ' that for what iksn 
seemed to me a slight offence, he 
should meet with such a heavy punish- 
ment ; and many murmuring thoughts 
were continually arising in my mind, 
for I did not at that time feel the sin- 
fiilness of the engagement, nor re- 
gard it as a violation of the laws of 
God as well as of man. 

" ' I was thrown, with my poor little 
ones, on the parish. My husband, 
however, was allowed to work in the 
prison, and the produce of his labour 
he always sent to me, entreating me 
to keep up my spirits, and to look 
forward to the time when we shoul^ 
meet again. 
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" ' Poor fellow ! I would not tell him 
for some time, that the disease which 
liad just made its appearance when he 
"left home, had been since rapidly gain- 
Jng ground; but when the doctors 
assured me that it was a confirmed 
^_ dancer, and that nothing could be done 
tfor me without a painful operation, I 
Vrote to him to ask him his advice. I 
'shall never forget his reply,' she said, 
while the tears streamed down her 
cheeks ; * he knew not how to express 
the anguish he felt at this new affliction, 
Kfftnd at the impossibility of his coming 
Btto me. He desired me to be guided 
entirely by the opinion of the medical 
gentlemen ; and, if they thought an 
operation the only means of saving my 
life, to submit to it for his sake, and 
for the sake of my children.' 

This afflicted woman went to the 
ifirmary ; but the medical gentlemen 
!Onsidered an operation would be use- 
Less, and she returned to her home. 
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***** had many interviews with 
her. After a considerable conflict, the 
poor woman was led to feel herself a 
sinner, and her need of a Savioxir, and 
to look to Jesus Christ, who mvited 
the weary and heavy laden to come to 
him for rest. She was enahled to resign 
herself to the Divine will, and say, * Not 
my will, but Thine, O Lord, be done 

" It was, doubtless, under God's 
superintending providence that **•**, 
without any knowledge of the circum- 
stances of the individual visited, left 
the tract before alluded to at hear 
house. She read it with attention 
it peculiarly suited her case ; and, 
through the influence of the Holy 
Spirit accompanying its perusal, she 
was led to trace all her sufferings to 
sin as their cause, and brought to im- 
plore mercy through a crucified Re- 
deemer. Nor were these transient 
impressions : her convictions of sin, 
and of the atoning blood of Christ, 



became deeper and deeper; and the 
language of praise for the mercy which 
had revealed such a Saviour to her, 
was contuiually on her Ups. 

" The desire of this poor woman's 
heart was granted her : for, through 
the interposition of some kind friends, 
the imprisonment of her husband ter- 
minated about a fortnight before her 
death ; and he was permitted to watch 
over her last moments, to receive her 
dying charge, and to witness the won- 
drous change which the grace of God 
had effected in his once thoughtless 
wife. This unexpected event she viewed 
as a new and especial mercy. She died 
in peace, and her 

' Last faltering accents whispered praise.' "• 

It is, perhaps, scarcely necessary to 
give any list of the tracts most suitable 
for distribution, as the catalogues of 

• For a full account of this interesting fact, see 
No. 810, of the Narrative Series of the Religious Tract 
Society. 
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the Religious Tract Society, the SoJ 
ciety for Promoting Christian Know* 
ledge, and the Irish ReUgious Tract 
and Book Society, will furnish abuiW' 
dant variety ; selections from whicb 
must be left to the discretion and per4 
sonal knowledge of the distributor. 

Various modes might be suggested 
for the circulation of tracts, though the 
manner of disseminating them must ne» 
cessarily depend in some degree upon 
local circumstances. The following 
plan has been acted upon with succesK 
for several months in one of the vai^ 
land counties ; and so simple is the 
arrangement, that, with comparatively; 
little trouble, between seventy and 
eighty villages have been constantly 
supplied, and eight thousand tracts kept 
in perpetual circulation, except during 
harvest time, when it has been found' 
from experience expedient to suspend 
the distribution for a few weeks. Th« 
circuit alluded to, comprises eighQ^ 
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hamlets or villages. The tracts (con- 
sisting chiefly of the pubhcations above 
mentioned) are carried about in bags of 
dark blue cotton, with white labels on 
the outside, numbered 1, 2, 3, &c. 
They amount to one hundred in num- 
ber, and each bag contains eighty tracts, 
two of which are stitched together in 
one stiflF cover of pasteboard, making 
the bag to contain forty covers or 
books, all of which have the number of 
the bag written upon them. Only two 
sorts of tracts are put into each bag, as 
experience proves that it is better for 
each visitor to circulate the same set of 
tracts at the same time throughout her 
district. This plan prevents those inter- 
changes among neighbours, which would 
exhaust the variety and soon create 
concision ; and also affords the poor an 
opportunity of conversing together on 
any subjects which may have awakened 
their mutual interest. 

The hundred bags alluded to, are 

I 
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deposited at the house of a Clergyman 
in the village of ***** *, when not 
in circulation.* Eighty of them are 
constantly in use ; and the remaining 
twenty are kept in reserve at home, in 
order that there may always be a supply 
of fresh ones to exchange. 

The eighty villages in which th<* 
tracts are circulated, are divided nomi* 
nally into five different circuits or dia-* 
tricts, each of which includes so many 
villages or hamlets. The Clergyman 
residing in one of the principal villages 
belonging to each of these districi 
makes it his business to procure agei 
in the different villages that fall undf 
his care, who shall distribute and coUi 



• The Birangeraent of the one central depot t 
made by mutual agreement, in order that a gfeaW 
variety of tracts might be circulated in the five difieiMt 
districts. In man; instaucea the aboce plaji might bfl 
objectionable : it is rather mentioned in this place as b 
successful experiment within a certain sphere, than 
recommended for general adoption; though, with various 
modifications, and where local circumstances arefavoiii-J 
able, it might frequently be found practicable. 
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the tracts from cottage to cottage once 
every fortnight. Most of these agents 
are well-disposed young women, (the 
elder scholars of the Sunday schools,) 
who regard it as a privilege to be 
allowed to co-operate in the general 
diffusion of Divine truth; and the 
whole system of superintendence is 
chiefly directed by the wives of the 
resident Clergy. ; 

The bags make a complete round in 
every district ; that is, the bag sent to 
district 1, visits each village in that 
district before it is returned to the 
dep6t at ♦ ♦♦♦♦♦. They are for- 
warded, as much as may be, in geo- 
graphical rotation : thus. No. 1 goes 
to A, the nearest village ; No. 2, to By 
the adjoining hamlet ; No. 3, to C, the 
next place. The next movement is. 
No. 3, to D ; No. 2, to C ; No. 1, to 
B ; and so on. 

Eight thousand tracts are thus kept in 
perpetual circulation ; and the interest 

i2 
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they excite is extreme. Once or twice 
a penny has been put into the col- 
lector's bag, with a request that such 
or such a tract might be retained, 
owing to the interest with which it had 
been read. 

The advantages of employing the 
young persons alluded to, are two-fold. 
In the first place, their assistance is 
valuable because the extensive distri- 
bution requires multiplied agency; and, 
in the second place, the effect produced 
on their own minds by being employed 
in the service of others, is beneficial. 
To do good to our fellow-creatures is 
one of the surest methods of getting 
good ourselves. The young people 
employed in circulating the tracts from 
house to house, are naturally induced 
to read them themselves and to con- 
verse together about them : thus 
increasing interest in their contents is 
excited, and communicated to those* 
who receive them. They become 
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interested in promoting the mental, 
moral, and religious improvement, of 
their neighbours ; and not unfrequently 
have their countenances been seen to 
brighten up with animation and gra- 
titude, when they have spoken of 
the delight with which their tracts 
have been perused, and of the earnest 
solicitude with which the poor are 
anticipating their tract-day.* 

The importance of circulating re- 
ligious tracts, is now so generally ac- 
knowledged, that little more need 
perhaps be said in reference to it. Many^ 
advantages likely to accrue from this 
simple mode of disseminating instruc- 

* The expense of procuring the tracts in the 
first instance (should it prove any ohstacle to the 
formation of such little societies as these) may be 
defrayed by small subscriptions amongst the poor* 
Supposing twenty-four subscribers only of Id, per week 
are obtamed ; this will produce 2«. per week, or 5Z. 4«. a 
year. This sum, at the fuU prices of the Religious . 
Tract Society, would purchase a weekly supply for each 
subscriber, of one twenty-four-page tract, two of twelve 
pages, three of eight pages, or six of four pages. 
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tion, will immediately occur to the 
Clergyman's wife, if she directs her 
attention to the subject. 

In the first place, extensive good 
may be effected at a small expense^ 
Where tracts are casually given, they; 
are too often torn, neglected, or mis-' 
used ; but, when they are merely lent^^ 
they are likely to be taken care of aneli 
read with attention, as the visitor isi 
expected to call again for them, and 
occasionally to converse upon their 
contents. In the second place, in* 
struction may be brought home througti 
this medium, to individuals who neglect* 
or reject advice conveyed through anyi 
other channel. Many who would not. 
attend a place of Divine worship, ant^ 
who would make every attempt ta 
avoid domiciliary visits, have had the' 
truths of the everlasting Gospel brought 
home to their hearts (as in the instances 
of the poor widow, above related,) by, 
the perusal of religious tracts thus left. 
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^Trt their doors; and hence have been 
led to delight in attendance at the 
house of God, and in the means of 
grace. Nor is this all : for the interest 
awakened by these little 'messengers 
of mercy' has often excited a desire for 
the Scriptures, to which they refer and^ 
direct the reader ; and many persons 
have thus been induced to become sub- 
scribers to Bible associations, in order 
to obtain possession of this treasure. 
Many children who were growing up 
in ignorance, wliilst their parents were 
careless about their education and the 
salvation of their immortal souls, have 
been sent to the Sunday and other 
schools through the instrumentality of 
religious tracts. The Sabbath, instead 
of being desecrated and despised, has 
been called " a delight, the holy of the 
Lord, honourable."* Cold, hard hearts, 
have been softened and melted under 

tthe wonders of redeeming love there 
■ lea. Iviii. 13, 
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set forth ; the Saviour has been en- 
deared, honoured, glorified ; and thou- 
sands, who are now rejoicing around 
the throne of God and of the Lamb, 
probably ascribe their first religious 
impressions to the perusal of these 
simple publications. 

Let the wife of the Christian Minister 
then, regard it as her incumbent duty 
to do all in her power to carry a plan 
so simple and so effective as that of the 
loan-tract system into general operas 
tion. Let her take encouragement 
from the assurance that if she continue 
" stedfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, her labour 
will not be in vain in the Lord ;"* but 
that the seeds of Divine truth which 
she has been the humble instrument of 
sowing, being moistened with heavenly 
dew, shall bereatler bud, blossom, and 
bring forth fruit, to the honour and 
praise of God. 



CHAP. VII. 

MEANS SUGGESTED FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 

POOR. 

Prov. xiii 11. — "He that gathereth by labour shall 

increase." 

In seasons like the present, when 
poverty stalks abroad, and the pay 
of the labourer is barely sufficient to 
furnish a scanty pittance for the 
weekly support of his family, any 
addition which the female members 
of it are able to contribute to his in- 
come will be of material service. In 
cases where situations can be procured 
for them in the families of the wealthy, 
they of course become independent of 
the parental roof. But circumstances 
are continually occurring, — ^from weak- 

i3 
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ness of health, from their not having 
as yet attained a sufficient age, or 
from their assistance being required 
at home, in attending to the younger 
branches of the family, — in which they 
are obliged to remain at the house 
of their parents, without contributing 
their portion to the maintenance of 
the household. The Clergyman's wife 
who has the welfare of her poor neigh- 
bours truly at heart, will exert herself 
in such cases, to provide some light 
and easy employment adapted to their 
age and sex, and which may be dis- 
continued or resumed as circumstances 
allow. Any regular occupation would 
perhaps be impracticable ; whilst, at 
the same time, several hours of every 
day, more especially in the winter, 
might be saved, and appropriated to 
some little useful employment, which 
would produce at least a trifling 
addition to the earnings of the family. 
Let her, in the first place, take a 



circu 
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I glance at her Speculum Parochiale, and 
make a list of those who stand Jn 
of work. For instance : Ann 
Sumuers, aged 16, is without occu- 
pation. Jane, her sister, is similarly 
circumstanced. Lucy Maul, aged 17, 
nothing to do ; though, as her 
nother has no young children, she 
has plenty of time at her own disposal. 
A httle quiet occupation at home 
might be profitable to the latter also, 
as her health unfits her for any labo- 
rious manual employ. 
^^■. These, and numerous instances of 
^Ba similar nature, occur in every parish. 
The Clergyman's wife will rejoice to 
exercise her ingenuity in devising 
various employments adapted to the 
age and respective quaUfications of 
each individual, fuUy assured that the 
^L^st means of effectually assisting the 
^Bpoor is to give encouragement to the 
^■economy of time, and the eflforts of 
^K industry. 
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The spinning of flax may be sug- 
gested as a desirable occupation. A 
quantity of this article may generally 
be obtained at Is. per lb., and distri- 
buted, as occasion requires, among 
those poor women who stand in need 
of work. Most of them, probably, 
know how to spin, and few will get 
through more than 1 or 2 lbs. a week. 
Ten shillings therefore, laid out in 
this manner, would furnish a poor 
woman with employment for several 
weeks : and she might be remunerated 
for her labour at the rate of Is. per lb. 
' But what are we to do with such a 
quantity of thread?' may perhaps be 
asked. ' Our wardrobes are already 
supplied, and our household linen 
complete.' Be it so; — but our charity- 
bundles, our child-bed linen, and linen 
for the sick, will stand in need of con- 
stant supplies : and a sheet, or a pair of 
sheets, may often form a most useftil pre- 
sent to a poor family. Let ub collect 
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then, all our thread together, and send 
it to some poor old weaver either in 
our own parish or in some adjacent 
hamlet, whom it will be charity to 
employ. He will thank us for our 
custom, and send us back a quantity 
of strong linen cloth. The average 
price for weaving is 8d. or 9d. per yard. 
Supposing some of our poor women to 
have spun our thread, we may now 
employ their daughters. Young girls 
will thankfully make up the garments 
we require at 6d. or 8d. each on an 
average ; and thus our bundles will be 
supplied and our poor's box reple* 
nished with new and strong articles 
of clothing.* Should there be no 
objection, we might occasionally allow 
these young women to spend a day 
or two in turn at the parsonage, and 
either instruct them ourselves, or 

* Stout calico, remnants of print, stufi) &c., may 
be obtained for tbe same pur]:)oses, at a reasonable 
price. 
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desire one of our servants to instruct 
them, in cutting out the articles they 
are about to make. This will double 
the benefit conferred ; for it too often 
happens that a young woman marries, 
and becomes involved in the cares of 
a family, with but little notion of 
domestic management, especially of 
that frugality, economy, and contri- 
vance, which are essentially important, 
though too generally neglected, among 
the poor.* 

If our articles of clothing increase 
beyonfl our present wants, they may 
be deposited in the clothing-room 



■ The Miniatcr'a ■wife would do ihe most efficient good 
to that class of young persons who are seeking situation 
aa servants, by occasionally receiving them, if posaibli 
into her house for a. few days, not merely to work at the 
needle, bat to render general assistance, and to have 
opportunity of improving themselves in all department* 
of household business. Habits of cleanlinesE, industry, 
and good order, would thus be inculcated; and the 
preseions made on a young and sensitiva mind, by the 
orderly proceedings of a serious and well-regulated 
family, might be such as never to be effaced. 
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mentioned at the conclusion of 
this chapter.* 

The poor women might also have 
wool given them to spin, and their 
children might be paid so much a pair 
according to the size, for the stockings 
which they knit.f These stockings 
might likewise be sent to the clothing* 
room, as they are brought home. 

Some of the young people too, 
might be employed in lace-making. 
Should there happen to be any young 
female in the place, whose health, or 
other circumstances, disquaUfies her for 
field labour and active employment, 
a lace-pillow might be procured at 

* Or we may request our friends to become purchasers. 
Good strong homespun huckaback might be sold for 
towelling at 28, per yard, and linen cloth at 1«. 3d, or 
Is, 6d, Thus we should obtain a small profit to add to 
the contents of our charity-purse. 

f The usual price for knitting a ftill-sized pair of 
men's stockings, plain, is Is, 3d,; ribbed. Is. 6d.; a full- 
sized pair of women's ditto, Is, ; and children's socks, 
Sd, or 9d, per pair. But the price of course varies in 
different places. 



184 MEANS 8DGGESTED FOR THE 

but little expense ; and, by advancing 
ten or twelve shillings to some person 
for a fortnight's instruction, she might 
be enabled to earn her own hvelihood, 
and to repay the sum kindly expended 
on her behalf. The great discourage- 
ment which ordinarily presents itself 
to the young lace-maker, is the diffi- 
culty of finding purchasers for her 
work when completed. If, therefore, 
we could, with the aid of friends, un- 
dertake to ensure a ready market for 
any little article thus manufactured by 
our parishioners, a stimulus would be 
given to industry, the parish reheved 
from the support of an idle member, 
and a valuable addition made to the 
wages of the industrious labourer. 

As it is very desirable that the use 
of the needle should not be forgotten 
or neglected, a sewing-school m i g ht 
be opened in the parish one or two 
evenings in the week during the sum- 
mer months, to which all the young 
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persons who earn their UveUhood by 
maJdng gloves, or bobbin-lace, might 
be invited. 

The coarse straw bonnets worn by 
the school-children, supposing that 
their Sunday dress is found for them, 
might famish another little manufac- 
ture to some industrious poor woman. 
Let her be supplied with straw after 
the harvest, and she will have a useful 
occupation for many a long winter 
evening. When a quantity of plat is 
made, it may be sewn up into simple 
cottage bonnets at very little expense. 
The children of the family may be 
taught to assist their mother in sorting 
and cutting the straw; for even the 
youngest child in the parish should 
not stand idle, if any thing can be 
found for it to do. Habits of industry 
cannot be too early instilled. 

An employment might, occasionally, 
be found at the parsonage for some of 
the elder girls, in stitching the tracts 
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together, and sorting and selecting 
them, whenever the tract-bags (men- 
tioned in Chapter VI.) required re- 
pairing or replenishing.* At such 
times, we might take occasion to speak 
to them of the privilege of being al- 
lowed to take even the lowest and 
most subordinate part in helping the 
work of God, and excite them to active 
and habitual devotedness in the service 
of their fellow-creatures. 

The advantages of employing the 
female poor will be found considerable, 
independent of the addition thus af- 
forded to the weekly wages of the 
family. There are, perhaps, few things 
which more tend to check the efforts 



a small scale, it 
would be unnecessary to engage girls for this puqxKe. 
In the district alluded Co, however, in Chap. VI. full em- 
ployment is found for two or three young women, for a 
fortnight or more, every autumn, (when the bags are 
called in,) in looking over and fresh BTranging the tracts, 
inserting fresh ones in the place of those that 
torn or lost, &c. 



either S 
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, of the mind, than the consciousness of 
ability to add something to the ge- 
neral maintenance of the household, 
if employment were obtained, while 
unable to find an employer. The 
very habit of inactivity engenders a 

I listless and repining spirit, which com- 

rplains of, rather than surmounts, the 
difficulties of life : and hence, the 
importance of providing some quiet 
occupation for those members of 
the family who are not engaged in 
laborious business, is obvious. 

A diligent and regular employment 

lof time tends much to the encourage- 
ment of religion and good order. 
Where idleness is once allowed to 

» creep in, every vice and evil follow 
in its train. The young girl who 
has been habituated to pass her time 
in Ustless vacuity, is exposed as she 
grows up to innumerable tempta- 

Itions. Snares, often of the most &,tal 
tendency, beset her on every hand; 



I; 
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The great euemy of souls is ever lying 
in wait to catch the thoughtless and 
unwary; and young persons of the 
above description are peculiarly ex- 
posed to his artifices. But, besides 
the moral evil produced by want of 
employment amongst the poor, the 
effect upon observers is painfiil. Few 
things perhaps, give a more unfavour- 
able aspect to a poor and populous 
parish, than to see a number of idle 
females, slovenly and untidy in their 
attire, lounging about with listlessness 
and imconcern, and gossiping among 
their neighbours, instead of supplying 
their parents' or their husbands' cot- 
tages with comforts of their own 
earning. 

We must, therefore, seek by every 
means in our power to arrest this evil, 
A little experience will teach us that 
in no other way can we so effectually 
check it, as by giving every encourage- 
ment to honest industry. Not only 
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mil religious and social order be thus 
promoted, but a steady habit of mind 
produced ; and though the profit ac- 
quired may be small, yet cheerfulness, 
peace, and comfort, will smile upon 
the cottage inmates, and crown the 
efforts of their industrious families. 

It now only remains to say a few 
words in reference to the clothing- 
room, casually mentioned above. In 
examining the wants and condition of 
the poor, we can scarcely have failed 
to remark that they place a much 
higher value upon articles purchased 
by their own industry, than upon any 
voluntarily bestowed on them, and 
prize them in proportion to the pains 
they have cost. For this reason, we 
shall find it better to allow the poor 
to purchase clothing at a cheap rate 
^L by the produce of their own labour, 
^K than to expect it from us as a gift. 
^^ The articles mentioned above, made 
^B by those individuals who stood in need 
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of employ, will serve to furnish the 
clothing-room, together with whole 
pieces of flannel, calico, and stuff; 
blankets, shoes, &c. This clothing- 
room should be open to the poor 
either once or twice in the week, ac- 
cording to circumstances. The pur- 
chasers should be limited to fifteen 
shillings debt, and receive a ticket on 
their procuring an article or articles, 
specifying the amount of the debt ; 
and this debt should be paid off by 
a weekly sum of (>d. or Is., which they 
may be desired to bring to the par- 
sonage-house when convenient. Na 
second purchase must in any case be 
allowed till the iirst debt is paid. 
Losses will, of course, occasionally 
occur, by the death of individuals, by 
the removal of some to other parishes, 
by sickness, and sometimes, though 
not very frequently it is hoped, from 
want of principle, as the confidence 
placed in their integrity and honour 
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will tend to produce a spirit of self- 
respect and honesty.* The clothing- 
shop will possess another advantage, 
in enabling us to become more inti- 
mately acquainted with the circum- 
stances and relative wants of the poor. 
Being present in the clothing-room at 
the appointed hour, we shall have 
opportunity to inquire into the state 
of their families, their health, their 
temporal necessities, &c. Kindness 
and affability will induce them to 
make known to us their various wants. 
The aged women will pour their httle 
troubles into our bosom, and seek 
for consolation in our sympathy; the 
mothers will speak to us of their 
children, and request our advice and 
aid; whilst the young will look up 
to us as their benefactors and their 



* The plan here recommended is taken from a most 
useful little manual which should he in the hands of 
every Clergyman's wife, entitled, " Parochial Duties 
practically illustrated." 



192 EMPLOYMENT OF THE POOR. 

friends; and our influence over them 
will increase in proportion to the af- 
fectionate interest we evince in their 
welfare. * 

* In some instances, a clothing-room on the ahove 
plan might be objectionable, owing to the uncertainty of 
regular payment, or of the purchasers (if very poor) 
involving themselves in debts which they might not he 
able or willing eventually to disch^ge. A weekly de- 
posit of Id. or 2d, per week, (with the promise of some 
slight addition at the end of the year,) according to the 
suggestion made in Chap. I. Part II. might be prefer- 
able. 
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Psalm Ixxiil 24. — "Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel.*' 

In conclusion, the writer would de- 
si;re again to revert to that spring and 
source whence all these streams of 
active benevolence must flow ; and 
venture once more to remind the Cler- 
gyman's wife of the importance of sim- 
plicity of purpose, reliance on Divine 
assistance, constraining love, and diligent 
attention to her several duties, if she 
truly desire to become a fellow-labourer 
with her husband in the vineyard of 
her Lord and Saviour. 

Perhaps no quahfication can be men - 
tioned which will more deeply affect 
her habitual conduct than simplicity of 

K 
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Let her object be ever one 
and the same. Let the opinion of the 
world around her be despised and re- 
jected ; and let her language be that 
of the great Apostle of the GentileSj 
" This one thing I do."* So far as 
domestic and family obhgations admit, 
let her ever be found at her post, sedur 
iously pursuing her grand object — the 
advancement of her husband's 'ministry, 
the salvation of the souls committed to 
his pastoral charge, and the alleviation 
of their temporal wants. Let her feel, 
that, on becoming a Clergyman's vrife, 
she has, as it were, wedded herself to 
her husband's parish, and to the best 
interests of his flock. All worldly 
compliances, worldly company, worldly 
visits, must henceforward be relin- 
quished, not only because they occupy 
much time and tend to great distraction 
of mind, but because they are incon- 
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I Sistent with that spirit of self-denial 
I and disinterested devotedness, which 
l-Ought to mark the character of the 
true servant of God. Let her not, 
therefore, endeavour, as too many do, 
to unite the irreconcileable interests 
of earth and heaven ; but renouncing 
the world, and the things of the world, 
its fashions, its amusements, its pur- 
suits, let her seek to make religion 
her governing principle, both in the 
ordinary concerns of life, and in the 
important duties which her new situa^ 
tion involves. Her actions will have 
the love of God for their motive, and 
the glory of God for their end. " Be 
not conformed to this world ; but be 
ye transformed in the spirit of your 
minds,"* will be the motto inscribed 
on her heart, and exemplified in her 
conduct. Kindness and hospitahty she 
will indeed cultivate witli unceasing 
care, but no inducements will divert 
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her from her purpose, or tempt her 
to lower the standard of the Gospel 
by entering into the vain and frivolous 
enjoyments of the worldly-minded. 
These will, indeed, become tasteless 
and oppressive to her, just in pro- 
portion as the love of Christ takes 
possession of her soul, and her desire 
after holiness increases. 

Combined with simplicity of pur- 
pose, an unreserved dependence upon' 
Divine grace and assistance must be 
habitually cherished. The wife of the 
Christian Minister will find much to 
try her faith. A variety of difficulties 
and impediments will perpetually be 
thrown in her way, and occasionally 
retard her progress. It is only by a 
" patient continuance in well doing," 
that she can expect to obtain success. 
She may, however, take encourage- 
ment from the reflection, that she 
serves One in whose hand are all 
hearts, and who has promised to co- 
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operate with, and bless his people 
in their labours of love. This assu- 
rance wiU impart cheerfulness in 
difficulty, and inspire confidence amid 
surrounding discouragements. Like 
David, she will " encourage herself in 
the Lord her God/' remembering 
that He has expressly said, " I will 
strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, 
yea I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness,"* and that 
He is '* able to make all grace abound 
towards her, that she always having 
all sufficiency in all things may abound 
in every good work."f The weakest 
efforts are often productive of the most 
important results. Female exertions 
have ever been owned and blessed of 
God. Even '^ a cup of cold water," 
we are told, " given in the name of 
a disciple, shall in no wise lose its 
reward." J 

♦ Isa. xli. 10. t 2 Cor. ix. 8. X Matt. x.42. 



Connected with a spirit of depen- 
dence on Divine strength, will the 
principle of coristraining love to her 
God and Saviour be exhibited. ThiB 
will naturally flow from faith, and be 
produced by it. Her simple repose 
in Jesus, and a sense of the many obli- 
gations under which she lies to hia 
care and support, will impress hi 
mind with holy love and filial aflfection. 
She will love much, because much ha* 
been done for her. This will (as has 
been more fully stated in a preceding 
chapter) become her grand prevailing 
motive throughout every fresh exer- 
cise of faith. Every renewed instance 
which she experiences of her Saviour's 
protecting care, will become a fresh 
incitement to love, and bind her more 
closely to Him " whose she is, and 
whom she serves;" and will call out 
all her energies in his service. 

But while faith and love are in exer- 
cise, much diligence and self-denial will 



I 
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-be required ere her endeavours can be 
browned with success. An active and 
'diligent prosecution of each plan, as it 
may suggest itself, will be most im- 
portant. " Human life is made up of 
a succession of little occupations and 
duties, which without tedious minute- 
ness cannot be related ; but, in reality, 
it is a constant fidelity in the aggregate 
of these httle things, that forms the 
true gi'eatness, and grandeur, and soli- 
dity, of the Christian character." A 
BtrJct economy of time must be ob- 
■served. A specific portion, as far as 
[■ possible, of each day must bring with 
it its appropriate duty, in order to 
ensure the conscientious discharge of 
that duty. Thus a larger number of 
objects will be accomphshed than 
could otherwise be effected. Nor 
would this be the only happy result 
arising from such a course of conduct. 
Example sometimes speaks more loudly 
than precept ; the good effects resulting 
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from this system would be silently ob- 
served, and others would be induced 
to " go and do likewise." She would 
also herself enjoy a gratifying reward 
in observing the religious and moral 
order of the parish to be promoted 
by her exertions ; whilst habits of in- 
dustry, regularity, and quiet diligent 
perseverance, would be inculcated 
amongst its inhabitants. 

" Christianity," remarks Mrs. More, 
" requires that our faith be at once 
fervent and sober ; that our love be 
both ardent and lasting ; that our 
patience be not only heroic but 
gentle; she demands dauntless zeal 
and genuine humility ; active services 
and complete self-renunciation; high 
attainments in goodness, with deep 
consciousness of defect ; courage in 
reproving, and meekness in 'bearing 
reproof; a quick perception of what 
is sinftil, with a willingness to forgive 
the offender ; active virtue ready to 
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do all, and passive virtue ready to bear ' 
all. We must stretch every faculty 
in the service of our Lord, and yet 
bring every thought into obedience 
to Him : while we aim to live in the 
exercise of every Christian grace, we 
jnust account ourselves unprofitable- 
■'Servants: we must strive for the crown, 
yet receive it as a gift ; and then lay 
it at our Master's feet. Wliile we are 
busily trading in the world with our 
Lord's talents, we must " commune 
with our heart, and be still:" while 
we strive to practise the purest disin- 
terestedness, we must be contented,- 
though we meet with selfishness in 
return ; and while laying out our lives 
for the good of mankind, we must 
Bubmit to reproach without murmiu"- 
ing, and to ingratitude without resent- 
ment. .And to render us equal to all 
these services, Christianity bestows not 

tonly the precept, but the power; she 
does what the great poet of ethics 



lamented that reason could not do, 
" she lends us arms as well as rules." 
For here, if not only the worldly and 
the timid, but the humble and the well- 
disposed, should demand with fear and 
trembling, " Who is sufficient for these 
things?" Revelation makes its own 
reviving answer, " My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee."* 

It is not to be expected that, in all 
cases, the domestic circumstances of 
the Clergyman's wife should allow her 
to embrace the suggestions offered in 
the preceding chapters, to their fiill 
extenL Large pecuniary means, and 
a release from family duties would be 
necessary, in order to enter fully into 
the above-mentioned plans. Still, to a 
certain degree, they may be carried 
into execution, and modified according 
to local and other circumstances. The 
spirit and character of the Christian 

• See Mrs. H. Mores " Female Education," Vol. H. 
chap. 20. 
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female may be preserved, and a large 
blessing result from the principles thus 
maintained and acted upon ; and the 
labours of her husband will be mate- 
rially reheved by her co-operation and 
support. 

If she be the mother of a young 
family, and bound to the quiet retire- 
ment of home by the endearing ties 
of maternal affection, and the sacred 
duties involved in that tender appella- 
tion, still some little time may be 
redeemed for the work of the Lord, 

» without intrenching too much upon 
the imperious claims of domestic 
life. 

Some of the plans above mentioned 

Ias devolving upon the female, may, 
perhaps not inappropriately, be set on 
foot and conducted by the Clergyman 
himself, when personal responsibili- 
ties confine his partner, and may be 
carried forward by their mutual co- 
operation, or hereafter consigned to 
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her entire superintendence, as circum- 
stances admit. Let only the principle 
be laid down, that they are fellow- 
labourers in their Master's vineyard, 
equally interested in the well-being of 
their people, and the share of labour 
allotted to each will be readily ap- 
portioned. 

— Happy, thrice happy, the Chris- 
tian female, who is permitted thus to 
consecrate her life, her time, and her 
talents, to the service of her God and 
Saviour ! He will not forget her work 
and labour of love. She shall receive 
a crown of glory, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, shall bestow in that 
day, when " they that be wise shall 
shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment ; and they that turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars for ever 
and ever."* 
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